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PILGRIM OF THE INFINITE 



Fara ritorao 
A Dio lo spirto, e andra di Stella in Stella, 
Eterao peregrin dell' Infinite. 

G. B. Niccolini. 
Arnaldo da Brescia^ Act 3, Sc. i. 

*Twill make the spirit 
Return to God, and go from star to star, 
Eternal Pilgrim of the Infinite. 
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PRELIMINARY 




jjT is with great diffidence that 
the Author of this book 
puts himself into the place 
of a teacher. It is a lofty 
office, and one from which all arrogance, 
self-interest, and every personal feeling 
should be carefully eliminated. My 
own interpretation of that function is 
that moral or spiritual teaching should 
not be so much directed to the enforce- 
ment of any rules of life or conduct 
from the outside as to the indication 
of, and reference to, that internal 
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Monitor which abides in all of us, 
which, after all has been said and done, 
will assert its right to.be heard, and, 
finally, will give a decisive verdict upon 
every point and principle set before it. 
In addressing the following observa- 
tions to Advanced Religious Thinkers, 
I mean those who are not, or who do 
not wish to be, moved by external pre- 
sentments, who are free from every 
form of religious faction, bigotry 
and exclusivism, who, though they 
may be worshipping in churches, are 
not restricted by them, regarding them 
as a means, and not an end ; not 
necessarily synonymous or identical 
with Divine Truth to the adherent 
at every stage of his religious develop- 
ment, but rather as a ship which 
takes us to the shore of our wishes, 
which may then be abandoned or 
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dispensed with in the attainment of 
a larger freedom, in the development 
of the apprehension of an Inward 
Law which commands us with a 
stronger and more irresistible force 
than any external restrictions, as that 
of the " Kingdom of Heaven which 
is within us." ^ And surely the time 
has now come for such an appeal to 
be made, in the awakening sense that is 
everywhere manifest of the inadequacy 
of all external and imposed systems to 
satisfy the inmost desires of the soul. 

To the lover of pure truth, to those 
who search for the highest essential 

^ There are two ways of attaining knowledge, good- 
ness, virtue, etc^ the one by the ministry of outward, 
verbal instruction, either by men or boolcs, and the other 
by an inward birth of Divine light, goodness, and virtue 
in our own renewed spirit j the former is only in order to 
the latter, and of no benefit to us, but as it carries us 
farther than itself, to be united in heart and spirit with 
the light and word and Spirit of God. William Law, 
The Spirit of Love, 



viii T^he Pilgrim of. the Infinite 

truth as for a hid treasure, who are 
ready to abandon all they possess, as 
opinions or life - principles, if they 
should see just reasons or cause for 
doing so, these observations are ad- 
dressed. They discldm all that is 
dogmatic or personal in their enuncia- 
tion. It is only asked that they may 
be submitted to the test of the highest 
Faculty within us ; for it is this 
dominant Faculty which governs our 
lives, whatever may be the forms and 
prejudices beneath which it subsists. 
When George Fox, the Quietist, 
preached to his votaries of varying 
social grades and degrees of educa- 
tion, he said, " I appeal to that which 
is of God in you " ; and there was 
rarely wanting some form of response, 
even where his message was not fully 
accepted. It is to this inward standard 
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or ultimate ground of judgment that 
the following pages are directed, and 
in nowise to the dialectician, the ethical 
schoolman, or to those who would seek 
to prove that a circle is round, or a 
square quadrangular. Better accept 
something that, is obvious without 
wasting time on the threshold ; for 
there is a truth above logic, some- 
thing to live by nobler, grander, and 
more imperial than Euclid ever demon- 
strated or Aristotle propounded — a 
principle of truth whose claims are 
self-confirmed and self-contained ; it 
lives in its proper vitality and is its 
own verification, rendering every 
subsidiary testimony superfluous.^ 

^ Gibbon, the historian, has given a distinctive recogni- 
tion of the truth of this view. He says in his Auto- 
biographyy **As soon as I understood the principles I 
relinquished for ever the pursuit of mathematics ; nor can 
I lament that I desisted before my mind was hardened by 
the habit of rigid demonstration, so destructive of the finer 
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Religion is an axiom of being, and 
asks neither proof nor confirmation. 

feelings of moral evidence, which must, however, deter- 
mine the actions and opinions of our lives." P. 43, Ed. 
1869. 
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The All-Father and the Ruling Will 

'^ERY religious life should 
commence with the clear 
apprehension that what is 
called Revelation, that is the 
sensible manifestation of the Will of 
God, is not either partial, temporary, 
cm: local ; but is full, constant, and uni- 
versal. God has not spoken only once 
or twice, in this place or in that place, 
but has always been speaking, and is 
never silent. This must be so ; for if 
the Divine Father is everywhere and 

B 
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eternal, there can be no place or time 
where or in which He may not be 
apprehended and His presence be felt 
and realised. At one time and in one 
place we find certain facts and truths 
prominently revealed and enforced ; 
at other times and in other places 
diflTerent ones made known and ex- 
pounded ; and if we look back we 
shall find the fundamental ones come 
first. All revelation must necessarily 
come through the human soul. In 
the Tao of the Chinaman, in the 
Vedanta of the Hindu, in the Sutta 
of the Buddhist, to the Zoroastrian 
and to the Sufi, has the Divine message 
been delivered, the Divine nature been 
revealed. It is only by collecting, 
collating, and comparing these revela- 
tions of " sundry times and manners " 
that we can hope to gain an idea of 
the full scope and intention of the 
Divine Will in regard to the human 
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race. The universal Father can do 
no less than reveal Himself universally 
in His own order and way. The 
primary and elemental principle of all 
religions, that is the Divine in-dwell- 
ing in man and man's inclusion in the 
Deity, "in whom we live and move 
and have our being," is universally 
diffused. "Our Father," is the key 
to the interpretation of all religions : 
it is the basis of all. 

For indeed it is as David the 
psalmist says, " The fool hath said in 
his heart. There is no God " : not the 
wicked man ; for he knows right 
well there is a God who " stilleth the 
enemy and the avenger," who writes 
on the tablet of the soul each thought 
and word and act in which the web 
of life and being is woven. The 
true basis of theology rightly appre- 
hended is perfectly narrow and simple. 
We have only to turn our eyes to the 
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intelligent operations of nature, from 
the orderly movements of the heavenly 
bodies to the growth of the tiniest 
moss on the waJl, from the constitu- 
tion of the sun to the fashioning of a 
Eupodiscus ; we have only to look 
upon the all-pervading life and move- 
ment everywhere displayed around us, 
even without regarding the inward 
revelation, to perceive the truth of the 
theological conclusion. It is the same 
force — not a similar one, but identi- 
cally the same — ^which flings the world 
round the sun and which drives the 
blood through your frame and fills 
your brain and heart with the throb- 
bings of emotion, thrilling them with 
pain or joy, or subduing them to the 
deprivations of sorrow and a lost 
happiness. There is but one power 
in the universe, and it includes all 
the manifestations of force. The 
action of this power implies all that 
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the liberal-minded theologian claims 
as God. That very power is indeed 
God. It necessitates choice, selection, 
will, in its operation, and is verily 
and in itself the basis of the theo- 
logical thesis ; and this the scientific 
seeker after truth allows as well as the 
imscientific. What more is wanted? 
To the truly scientific mind one well-j 
assured fact is as good as a thousand.! 
The existence of the God of the 
schoolman and the dialectician may 
be difficult to prove, but the God 
of the Universe is manifestly and 
obviously apparent. Rely upon what 
you see and know, not upon what 
you do not see and do not know, and 
then you may leave argument to the 
disputatious ; the main question is 
settled for you : neither a Paley nor 
a Butler can enlighten you further, 

All being is based upon choice or 
will. Nature^s laws do not force 



■] 
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They are not compulsory. They 
only indicate by issues. They are 
retributive : thus appealing to reflec- 
tion for the development of choice. 
Life may be made either into a 
harmony or a discord : it is the 
instrument which holds the sound. 
The Will is the player upon this 
instrument. That which is not ours 
by will or choice can never be ours 
at all. It never becomes organic^ 
never elementally a part of ourselves. 
All forms of life are the embodiment 
of a determinate Will, wherever or 
however formed. Nothing comes to 
us from the outside but that which 
we strive for and reach towards. 
Attributes of being bestowed upon 
us in any other way would remain 
to us incumbrances and obstacles. 
You can really be only that which 
you seek to be, that which you love. 
Selection by choice is the completion 
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of being. This choice in its primary 
manifestation is the divinely-appointed 
instinct which draws to itself from the 
universe all that is necessary for its 
development. An oyster seeks to 
gather from the ocean all the elements 
which are required to form an oyster : 
man seeks through the conditions of 
Time to select the spiritual elements 
necessary for the unconditioned, the 
immanent. In following the divinely- 
appointed instinct he cannot mistake. 
The ultimatum is prescribed, he sees 
it and he seizes it. The end is in 
the beginning. The first implies and 
includes the last. He must rise : 
through the human to the Divine 
his course is laid. Step by step, 
stage from stage, his progress is sure, 
constant, undeviating. He cannot 
refuse or ignore his high destiny. 
He may stumble, he may fall, but, 
as the oriental sage says, '^A torch 
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which is thrown down does not go 
out." It is the very nature of his 
being to rise. Divine prescription 
cannot be frustrated. Here or here- 
after his course must be fulfilled, his 
destiny accomplished from the human 
to the Divine in graduated progress. 
The Divine impulse is greater than 
our lower desires, indestructible in its 
energy, unimpedible in its aims. The 
children of God must go to God. 
Darkness, ignorance, sinfiilness, are 
but stages of the celestial order and 
prepress. From gloom to light the 
soul shall go to God. The order of 
Time may seem to delay its purpose, 
but it cannot cancel its persistent 
scope ; it cannot annul or destroy the 
design and object of its existence. 
God, nature, the voice of the soul 
cry, Advance ! The command must 
be obeyed. The journey to the soul^s 
perfection is long, but the goal is 
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before us. The heavens thrill with 
the vibrations of its password, Progress; 
the earth trembles with its recurring 
burden. Each invisible wave of the 
ether in which we dwell bears with 
it the Divine utterance. It is rever- 
berated from myriads of blazing suns, 
it is borne on wings of light, it re- 
sounds from earth and sea and sky, 
it is echoed from rock and river, 
field and wood, and does not die on 
the wide sands of the desert. The 
still small voice within us gives it 
utterance and articulation : " O soul 
on your endless pathway to perfection, 
dauntless and invincible, stride boldly 
onwards from star to star. Eternal 
Pilgrim of the Infinite ! " 





II 

Independence of Judgment 

jlE too much forget that Chris- 
tianity is a religion of per- 
sonal freedom. We are 
taught by its spirit that 
every individual is a special creation 
of God for a Divine purpose. It is to 
educate ourselves we are born, to bring 
out that image whose indicatory linea- 
ments the Divine hand has stamped 
upon us ; not to obliterate it by 
receiving the image and impression 
of others. Shakespeare, with that 
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fine instinct which distinguishes his 
wisest utterances, clearly discerned this 
when he wrote — 

To thine own self be true, 
And it must follow, as the night the day. 
Thou canst not then be false to any man. 

There are no two minds or natures 
alike. Not only does each kind of 
flower differ from the other, but every 
blossom — even of those on the same 
stalk — ^has a special feature of its own 
which difierentiates it from all other 
blossoms. So it is with men. They 
diflTer in essential nature as much as in 
their faces and general conformation. 
There are no two alike. True culture 
seizes these individual characteristics 
and seeks to pronounce and develop 
them monumentally. This, indeed, 
is the raison d*etre of life, the final 
cause of creation. There is a special 
word addressed to each human soul. 
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uttered in subdued tones deep down 
in his being, which it behoves everyone 
to listen to. It tells the secret of his 
life, the tale of his destiny, and is the 
sign and pledge of his power and 
capacity. It points to and indicates 
the supreme crown of his existence if 
regarded faithfully and listened to 
patiently. It is the sole infallible 
oracle, the only trustworthy guide and 
adviser ; for it is the voice of the 
Eternal, and none can gainsay it. It 
justifies itself, it needs no advocate, 
admits of no contradiction. Let us 
be men, and not things ; movers, and 
not moved. 

Dare to be true to yourself, to look 
frithfully into your own soul. Nobody 
knows or can tell you more than you 
are capable of finding out for yourself. 
" Let the counsel of thine own heart 
stand," says the Preacher ; " for there 
is no man more faithful unto thee than 



) 
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it. For a man's mind is sometime 
wont to tell him more than seven 
watchmen, that sit above in a high 
tower." Scholastic science gives you 
no clue to the highest problems of 
existence. If the soul is not its own 
witness, warrant, and confirmation, there 
is no other. The most profoundly 
learned knows no more of the grounds 
of being, of the soul's nature, functions 
and destiny, than the most ignorant. 
No one is privileged to pass the 
boundary from the manifested to the 
essential more than another. It is a 
great mistake to suppose that the 
most astute and learned physical in- 
quirer can throw more light 'on the 
kingdom of the soul than others not 
furnished with his experience and 
training. It is not so. The only 
college of learning, the only school 
of research concerning the soul's nature 
and being, is that which is contained ■•*^ 
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in the soul itself. Its secrets and the 
key to their explanation are stored in 
every bosom. Every possible means 
of knowledge is to be found within 
yourself. Look into,- study, and learn 
from that source an4 inward record 
from which all knowledge is derived, 
by which all wisdom is imparted. Its 
claims for independency of judgment 
vindicate themselves. 

Humbly question thy own soul : 
It shall give oracles to thee. 

If its revelations teach you nothing, 
you will never learn more from with- 
out. You are the sole proprietor of 
its archives, of its arcana, of its sibyl- 
line books. Its powers for the dis- 
covery of truth are all at your disposal. 
Hold firmJy to your birthright, the 
imperial birthright of lordship over 
the inward domain of your own 
spiritual nature. Let none control 
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and direct you apart from your own 
highest judgment. Give over to no 
one that kingdom which is yours by 
every law, human and divine. Refuse 
to be bound by the withes of others' 
judgment, trusting with humble con- 
fidence in your allegiance to and love 
of the truth. Look well into your- 
self ; listen with the most disinterested 
attention. Let no prejudice bias you, 
nor any selfishness warp you from the 
straight regard. With the steadfast 
gaze of self-abnegation look and listen. 
Be afraid of no heresy, of no error, on 
your inquiring way. Better your own 
error so fallen into than the verity of 
others imposed upon you. " One's 
own duty, though defective," says the 
Bhagavadgita, " is better than another's 
duty well performed." Independence 
of judgment and individuality of choice 
are virtues in themselves. Doubts, 
errors, fallen into in the sincere effort 
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to find a truth are more commendable 
than any creed accepted without in- 
quiry. Milton, in his Areopagitica^ 
says, "A man may be a heretic in 
the truth, and if he believes things 
only because his pastor says so, or 
the Assembly so determines, without 
knowing other reasons, though his 
belief be true, yet the very truth he 
holds becomes his heresy." 

Until you gain this fixity of judg- 
ment in the firmness of self-dependence 
your life will be liable to the swayings 
of every wind, its purpose lost, as 
Dante says, like foam on water or 
smoke in air. Hold yourself aloof 
from faction and party. Keep your 
freedom and privilege of change if 
you should see fit, avoiding partisan- 
ship, holding every opinion as an 
earnest of and with reference to a 
higher, wider, nobler, and better one 
of which it is the precursor ; for 
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it is thus we have room to grow 
and expand in the highest. Cultivate 
independence of judgment. Let no 
authority, however assumptive, dazzle 
or blind you to the Light within. 
James Shirley, the dramatist of the 
Restoration, has some fine lines in 
this connection : — 

The Almighty wisdom having given 
Each man within himself an apter light 
To guide his acts, than any light without him 
(Creating nothing not in all things equal). 
It seems a fault in any that depend 
On others* knowledge and exile their own. 

The giving up of ourselves to party, 
coterie, or faction, in religion as in 
politics, is fatal to advancement, per- 
sonal and social. Use the opinions of 
others to enlarge and develop your 
own ; do not allow them to sub- 
ordinate or dominate you for an 
instant. " Never," says Marcus 
Aurelius, " look to anything else, not 
c 
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even for a moment, but to reason." 
Never receive anything into your 
mind as a conclusion without putting 
it to the test of a searching examina- 
tion, however specious may be its 
claims, however brilliant the lustre of 
its enfolding ; for in this, as in other 
respects, the devil is capable of changing 
himself into an angel of light. There 
are other reasons too for cultivating 
independence of judgment : what is 
good, right, and true for one person 
is not necessarily so for another. 
Each must make his own selection 
of that which he is capable of assimi- 
lating with his idiosyncrasy and con- 
stitutional nature ; for although there 
are broad truths to be universally 
admitted and absolutely accepted, yet 
even in the appropriation of these 
there are aspectual differences to be 
recognised ; each receiving truth in his 
own way, not in the forms fashioned 
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and controlled by others. Perhaps it 
is one of the dangers of the socialistic 
tendency of the time that the indi- 
vidual should be merged into the 
mass. This should be specially 
guarded against ; for it is not in a 
dead uniformity that true brotherhood 
can be fostered and maintained, but 
in a developed and distinctive indi- 
viduality " not like in like, but like 
in difference": as the harmony of 
music is not made in similar sounds, 
but in the concord of different ones. 
Therefore cultivate your individuality 
with a boundless mind free from per- 
sonal insistence or egoistic emphasis, 
broad as the ocean, wide as the sky, 
but always your own : not living on 
the thoughts, feelings, and opinions of 
others, but drawn in the lines of the 
sun, that attracts without absorbing, 
warms without burning, cherishes 
without consuming. Prudently re- 
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a formative stage, its majestic scope 
and purpose, its splendid indications 
and profound significance, its sub- 
stantial reality, its latent riches and 
fine possibilities of development fi-om 
darkness to light, from ignorance to 
knowledge, from the sensual to the 
spiritual. For it is thus we emerge 
fi-om the contracted and disciplinary 
schooling of Time into the emancipated 
and unshackled liberty of the spirit's 
fi-ee growth and expansion, unre- 
strained by the limitations of physical 
sensation in a higher stage of evolu- 
tion ; the mundane condition re- 
linquished at the imperative command 
which allows neither refusal nor re- 
sistance, distinctively bidding us, 
Come up higher ! 




Ill 

The Educational Value of Suffering 
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:LIGI0N— the embodied 
practical religion of life — 
should be considered in the 
light of education. Indeed 
it seems to me that religion in its essen- 
tial character would be better expressed 
by the one term than by the other. 
It is not an emotion or a state of 
emotion in its highest aspect. It is 
an inclusive term for the complete, 
absolute, and exhaustive education 
of the soul and mind in all their 
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faculties, functions, and relationships. I 
What then is the object of life : for ( 
what purpose were we born into this 
world ? Answer : to find the invisible \ 
Deity within us, and to assimilate | 
ourselves thereto ; to cultivate our- 
selves in every noble, elevated, and 
exalting direction, to widen ourselves I 
in all attainable knowledge, leaving 
no faculty neglected ; to raise our 
standard of life and being to its i 
highest pitch and power ; to step ( 
upwards "on our dead selves to 
higher things " ; to develop as com- 
pletely as possible every embryo | 
faculty which stretches the upward * 
hand towards the larger liberty and 
the greater freedom of the soul's t 
emancipation from material conditions. ll 
The Hindu philosopher Kapila saw 
the soul's struggle out of the domain 
of matter as the sole purpose of 
the creative manifestation, and in its 



EJucational Value of Suffering 25 

liberation from the material vehicle 
that end and object finally accom- 
plished — a suggestion which modern 
philosophy might do worse than 
speculate upon. If this emancipation 
is to be accomplished thoroughly, it is 
evident that it must be by progressive 
degrees and not subitaneously. Every 
state at which we arrive, however 
apparently complete and final, is but 
inauguratory of another still more 
exalted. Each state contains the 
nucleus of one more advanced, of which 
it is symbolical and typical. " The 
soul's eternity is my great quest ! " 
exclaims Henry More, the Platonist, 
seeing the unmeasured course before 
him. As we have within us the ex- 
pansive soul, limitless in its powers 
(differing from the mere animal whose 
good states and bad states are limited), 
we may be assured there are infinite 
capacities within us which simply 
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await our search and discovery and 
call for our educational care. Surely 
this is implied in the history of man- 
kind from the earliest times. It is 
but an unfolding of those faculties and 
powers which have been enwombed 
within us from the birth of the race ; 
and undoubtedly there is a world, a 
universe of possibilities still awaiting 
recognition and to be opened up 
within us. Origen beautifully com- 
pares this life to the outlining of a 
picture in order that it may receive 
its completion hereafter upon those 
foundations. The soul is no vague 
and shadowy emanation, no mere 
transient vehicle of sensation. It is 
I a real existence ; the only true one ; 
for it makes everything else be what 
it is. You may afford to laugh at 
those who would reduce the soul to 
an ignis fatuusy an exhalation blown 
hither and thither over the world's 
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dust-heap. You know by the testi- 
mony of the Infallible Witness that 
it is more — immeasurably more than 
that. Soul is the only existence we 
know of, for of that alone we have 
experience. All other existences are 
only implied or inferred on the basis 
of the soul's subsistence. It is the 
sole being and includes every other 
entity. Its dictates would be absolute, 
its indications unmistakable, its con- 
clusions infallible, if our consciousness 
were intimately conjoined with that 
Essential Being from which the soul 
had its origin, and in which it 
subsists. 

If it be true then, as has been enun- 
ciated, that the right and proper mode 
of viewing life is that of a transitional 
state of schooling or training, and that 
the mundane existence is but a stage 
of the soul's progress on an endless 
road of perpetual elevation and ad- 
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vancement ; then, as pain, trouble, 
and suffering are its invariable and 
universal concomitants in a greater 
or a lesser degree, we may conclude that 
these are amongst the principal for- 
mative powers of the soul's develop- 
ment, and that they are intended to 
be the instruments of its liberation 
from the retentions of the material 
plane. " We wept," says Oliver Gold- 
smith, in his comedy of The Good- 
natured Man — "we wept when we 
came into the world, and every day 
tells us why." It is an old truth, 
" Man is born unto trouble as the 
sparks fly upward." The ancient 
Mexicans greeted each new-born child 
with these words : " Thou art come 
into the world to suflFer, to bear, and 
to take patience." The suflfering of 
man is the revelation of God. " Made 
perfect through suflFering" is a fine 
saying, and expresses a fundamental 
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principle in spiritual dynamics. Sorrow 
is woven into life as an integral part 
of its nature. A scientific writer tells 
us : *' It seems most probable that 
consciousness came into being through 
pain ; that it was in the race the first 
conscious experience, as it is in the 
individual the first and the last."^ 
After a full consideration given to the 
subject, this would seem to be the 
inevitable conclusion : all evolution^ 
morale social^ and physical^ is through 
pain. It is true there rhay be growth 
or development without immediate 
pain or suflfering ; but, nevertheless, 
that growth or development is based 
upon the contingent of pain, and, 
possibly, is in itself constituted of 
suflfering, though at a given moment 
. the pain or suflfering may be latent 
and imperceptible as such. Indeed, 
it must be so ; as has been said, every 

^ The Nervous System and the Mind, by Charles Mercier. 
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stage of progress is anticipatory of a 
succeeding one, and each must perish 
to give place to the next, death 
implying some kind of disintegration, 
therefore it cannot be but that each 
departure must be marked by suffering. 
A grain of wheat can only germinate 
by the resignation of its individuality 
in the dispersion of its component 
particles, which, if it were sentient, 
would be accompanied by a measure 
of pain and suffering. Thus it is 
morally. Not only is the infant itself 
born in pain, but it also gives pain in 
the birth. Then infancy dies in child- 
hood ; the child dies in the man ; 
the man subsides into senility, his 
passions declining in the shadow of a 
colder dissolution, and if he has any 
premonition of a better day and a 
renewed vitality, it is seen through 
the dark cloud of the annihilation of 
what has held him here in an easy 
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contentment amidst the genial and 
friendly interchanges of life. 

It is strange that this circumstance 
of the elemental nature of sorrow 
and its constituent persistency does not 
meet a wider recognition and accept- 
ance. The popular view of life is 
that it should be passed without the 
occurrence of any serious trouble or 
disorder. When the dark day comes, 
it is as if some strange and abnormal 
thing had happened, as though afflic- 
tion were an accident, and not a 
necessary condition of life. Thus the 
troubles of life come upon us unex- 
pectedly as something anomalous. As 
well might the soldier marvel at the 
explosion of a bomb in the trenches 
before the enemy. Life is a battle- 
field, not a pleasure-ground. He who 
has not realised so much is open to 
continual surprise, and is in danger 
from every attack. 
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Peace is only purchased by war in 
the initiative. He who would establish 
his moral borders must fight every 
inch of the ground, and must stand 
firmly on every foot of territory which 
he conquers. All is obtained through 
pain, suflFering, and renunciation of 
self; and if we do not ourselves 
abandon our weaknesses, inadequacies, 
and eflFete conditions for the newer, 
stronger, and better, we are compelled 
to leave them by the instruments of 
anguish of heart and a heavy retribu- 
tion enforced by the strenuous impul- 
sion of a Divine ambition within us. 
We cannot stand still: either the 
kingdom of death holds us, or we 
are impelled by the spirit of life to 
rise and climb the lofty range which 
lies between us and the destined goal 
of the soul's mission. 

The ideal of human life — ideal as 
regards its best advantage and greatest 
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progress towards .perfection of being 
irrespective of personal ease — is un- 
doubtedly one of suffering. If we 
are content to progress in the smallest 
degrees and our desire is for individual 
happiness, relinquishing every higher 
ambition, then let us seek happiness 
by whatever lawful means there may 
be at our command. But he who sees 
in life a field for the higher education, 
who looks upon the Governing Prin- 
ciple as a spirit of wisdom infinitely 
sagacious in its means and absolute 
in its ends, who loves rather to seek 
laboriously for the best treasures than 
to enjoy present ease and comfort, he 
will strive to fathom the order of the 
Wiser Dealing and the significance of 
its operations, and to place himself in 
harmony with them ; for thus is the 
formative principle liberated by the 
will of the individual to accomplish 
its perfect end. For indeed it is not 

D 
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on the occasions of mirth and in 
moments of inconsiderate enjoyment 
that we learn the most or most for- 
ward the course of spiritual evolution, 
however welcome, right, and necessary 
such times may be as a means for the 
renewal of forces. It is rather in the 
solemnities of sorrow and a deep afflic- 
tion, when the heart is lacerated by 
contending emotions and peace is far 
from us, that we enter into the arcana 
of life, its higher purpose laid open 
to us, as we see it in its true light 
and relationship. The deep inward 
cry, the interior hunger of the soul, 
arising from an intrinsic dissatisfaction 
with all the accessorial advantages this 
life can bestow, not only shows the 
insufficiency of all its gifts and con- 
solations to tranquillise the mind, but 
reveals a want that no earthly attain- 
ment can supply, no earthly state or 
condition fulfil. 
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Our faults and sins are our tutors, 
and our virtues our exemplars. Self- 
knowledge is obtained by our lapses 
and more active corruptions, for they 
show us the inward obstacle to the 
perfection of our nature, and bid us get 
rid of it by the medicine of good 
resolutions and a well -curbed and 
stainless course of life and conduct. 
Everything that happens to us, whether 
of good or evil, is in furtherance of 
this law of elevation — even that which 
would seem at first to impede its action. 
To be able to transform obstacles and 
hindrances in the conduct 
into helps and useful allies is 
of supreme genius; to find in the ardour 
of the foe an adjutant of victory is a 
part of good generalship. "Be like 
Solomon," says the Sufi, citing an old 
tradition, ** so that your demons may 
4ig stones for your spiritual edifice." 
There was an old superstition that 
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the spider gathered poison where the 
bee found honey. " Surely the wrath 
of man shall praise Thee," said the 
psalmist David of the Deity. 

We all know the sufferer : the 
brave, patient look, the genial, sym- 
pathetic nature — 

[The heart that, growing weaker day by. day, 
Beats strong in love as ever to the last ; 

the slow schooling of dreary and 
monotonous hours that bring with 
them nothing but a prolonged en- 
durance ; no change, no solace from 
the outside ; the unwitnessed combat ; 
those periods of deep, almost bewilder- 
ing self-communion — the focus of two 
lives wherein the Past and Present 
meet in jarring contrast ; the over- 
shadowing cloud with hardly a pale 
beam shining through it ; the vision 
of former years and energies now 
prostrated and enervated — all these 
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combine to reveal a new world to the 
sufFerer, and it is from such that we 
learn the grandest lessons of life, the 
true heroism which abides in patiently 
borne pain, the slow elimination of 
temporal interests, the gradual sub- 
jection of all earthly desires to the 
larger hope of a renewed and purified 
nature in the perfection of life and a 
diviner state of being. No ethical 
theory, however well conceived it may 
be, no philosophy or system of philo- 
sophy, however carefully laid down and 
closely followed, is of any avail to 
meet a state of things of which our 
healthful hours tell us nothing. When 
the very vehicle and faculty of emotion 
fails us and sinks under the weight of 
an all-subduing depression and weak- 
ness, what help can anything extraneous 
afFord ? Surely to meet the occasions 
of acute pain of body or intense trouble 
of mind a more courageous spirit is 
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necessary than that which is required 
to face the foe on a field of battle and 
in a moment of animal excitement to 
give up life without regard to the 
higher purposes of being or the soul's 
condition as heir to the Eternities. 
The conflict of everyday life truly 
maintained and bravely supported is 
the nurse and test of true heroism. 
No virtue or high qualification can 
be cultivated in a factitious, empirical, 
or artificial manner. Only those 
virtues become permanent and in- 
veterate which are attained in living 
and rendered persistent by functional 
appropriation. A more meritorious 
victory is marked in the gentle eye, 
the patient mien, the kindlier and 
wider tolerance. The lower nature 
is conquered, the higher developed 
and enlarged. Spiritual evolution — 
the transfiguration of the soul's life — 
asserts itself indeed in its grandest 
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aspect, revealing the Divine attribute 
and the crowning finality of mundane 
being. Those who have learnt the 
wholesome restraints of self-control 
and have overcome that strongest of 
enemies, the appropriating self, are as 
living witnesses to the efficacy of 
suffering in raising what is low and 
illumining what is dark within us, 
and confirm the truth that it is through 
pain and suffering that our elevation 
into the realm of spiritual strength 
and expansion is effected. 

How long will it take us to learn 
that theories and projections of life 
are of no use, that it is only living 
which constitutes true worth and 
confers the boon of Time upon us.? 
What we call the ills of life are 
occasions for our benefit. If we were 
wise enough, strong enough, and good 
enough to use and control them judi- 
ciously, and with a brave acceptance. 
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we should disca-n the inestimable 
value of those experiences and visita- 
tions against which we rebel in our 
darker ignorance ; for indeed, as the 
sick Hezekiah said, " by these things 
men live, and in all these things is the 
life of the spirit." The Book of Job 
is often quoted as affording a striking 
example of the virtue of patience. 
The illustration of this virtue, how- 
ever, is not the final aim and scope 
of the narrative. Job, like the rest 
of us, was ready to cry out under his 
afflictions, and complained grievously, 
arraigning boldly the omnipotent 
Ordainer that had sent them. If God 
wearies you, tell Him so : " Si Dieu 
vous ennuicy dites-lui qu^il vous 
ennuiey*' says Archbishop Fenelon in 
a letter to a friend. That is what 
Job did. Nor are we told that the 
Divine Assayer made any objection 
or attached any blame to him. on that 
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account. Job was praised for his 
constancy — ** Though He slay me, 
yet will I trust in Him " — and 
because, whilst his friends only saw 
the Avenger, he saw — ^in spite of his 
complainings and remonstrances — ^the 
hand, not of punishment, but of 
Divine instruction. He saw the moral 
purpose of affliction, and knew, when 
he had been tried, he should "come 
forth as gold." He discerned the 
educational result lying at the founda- 
tion of the Divine ordinance, and was 
rewarded in the acceptance of it. It 
was not punitive, for there is no such 
thing as punishment for its own sake ; 
it was educational. When he had 
perceived this its purpose and object 
were accomplished ; peace was restored 
to him. He sat upon the throne of 
his discovery. " So the Lord blessed 
the latter end of Job more than the 
beginning " by the natural issue of an 
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infallible spiritual law, that he who 
conquers shall reign, he who sufFers 
worthily shall be strong. To him 
who grasps the purposes of life, who 
sees distinctly its final cause, the battle 
is half fought and half won. 

In the discipline of the soul for the 
plane of a wider liberty, an increased 
elevation, the helpfulness and efficacy 
of repression must not be overlooked 
— of the schooling of enforced inaction, 
when we are compelled to watch the 
stream of life go by us, sitting, as it 
were, idly on the banks without being 
able to launch our bark on the flowing 
current, feeling all the better powers and 
energies within us dormant and appar- 
ently useless. This is almost a greater 
trial than combat and that harsher strife 
which comes of the world's opposition. 
But it has its uses, indeed the highest, 
because it implies a greater strain to 
withstand, and because it compels us 
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to look within and not without for 
the better consolation which can alone 
help us. " In your patience possess 
ye your souls," says the Master, and 
decidedly this is a struggle which 
requires much endurance. But why 
should we wish to throw off the service 
of waiting ? Why should the disciple 
of culture be so anxious to emerge 
into the arena of action ? What is it 
that we would be doing which may 
not be done as well without us } Can 
we add a single confirmation to the 
truthfulness of truth ; are we able to 
suppress the eternal error? Is it not of 
more value and importance to us that 
we should learn patience by subduing 
our extravagant impulses and to gain a 
restrained personality than to add one 
more book to the world's overflowing 
library, one more picture to its sur- 
charged art-gallery ? The true riches 
of life lie at our very door, and often 



44 ^he Pilgrim of the Infinite 

in those apparently vacant moments 
against which we rebel so bitterly. 
Properly accepted, they hold the trea- 
sures of a precious elixir. They are 
of the school of the angels and a Divine 
instruction. They teach us, if we will 
learn, the valuelessness of all work 
which does not lie in the elevation of 
being, in those accessions of spiritual 
freedom by which we raise ourselves 
above earthly shackles and restrictions. 
" Life sows pearls," says the Oriental 
sage, *' but alas for those who do not 
know their value ! " 

One element in the efficiency of 
suffering to raise and strengthen is 
that of unexpectedness or spontaneity, 
as it were. It is useless to seek troubles 
and impose on ourselves superfluous 
restrictions for the sake of self-denial 
and mortification. Life brings to all 
of us sooner or later the harsh experi- 
ence which it is useful and necessary 
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for us to undergo. We should learn 
to trust life and the higher law for 
the training which is necessary to us. 
The personally-selected ordeal is sure 
to be wrong ; for it never comes 
seasonably : that is, at the time and 
in the order of events when we are 
exactly fitted to benefit by it. Unless 
we are visited by trouble in its proper 
sequence it loses its efficacy in a great 
measure. It should find us at an un- 
expected time and in an unforeseen 
direction in order to test us fully if 
we be foursquare to all attacks, and 
to discover if the fortitude for its 
support in a becoming manner be 
properly ingrained in our nature. He 
is not the best soldier who can only 
fight in open daylight, in fiiU sight of 
the enemy, in the manner, time, and 
place anticipated for an engagement : 
his capability must be tested by the 
unexpected onslaught, the meeting 



46 T^he Pilgrim of the Infinite 

with unforeseen danger. Any arrange- 
ment, therefore, of voluntary suffering 
must be discredited as useless, beyond 
the exercise of that temperance and 
those reserves of living to abandon 
which would be mischievous. We are 
born in the bosom of sorrow, and live 
in the continual menace of pain and 
suffering, environed by every form of 
affliction, whilst the dark image of 
Death bends over us, ready to place a 
cold finger on the throbbing pulse of 
life at any moment. In such reflec- 
tions as these are to be found the 
elements and instruments of the higher 
education. They ought to be sufficient 
to subdue the assumptions of pride, 
to allay the fires of anger, to quench 
the fever of inordinate ambition, super- 
seding the necessity of recurring to 
factitious austerities and artificial mor- 
tifications. For those prudent souls 
who thus regard the passages of life 
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in their instructive aspect and signifi- 
cance every day a fresh bond is broken, 
and the terrestrial night is mantled by 
the fringes of a new aurora whose issue 
grows more and more to the glory of 
the perfect day. 

If we were only impersonal enough 
and could regard things from a purely 
independent point of view, we should 
often perceive the breaking of light 
where we now see only blank dark- 
ness. If it be indeed true that pain, 
suffering, and sorrow are the price we 
pay for advancement and elevation,' 
and that they are the formative in- 
struments of that state of being which | 
we regard with feelings of reverence \ 
as belonging to the Divine, as includ- \ 
ing the satisfaction of all desires, the j 
fruition of all hopes, the true object * 
of earthly life, assuredly we should .' 
think it a privilege to suffer and wish \ 
to receive faithfully the schooling of j 



48 The Pilgrim of the Infinite 

affliction, to allow it to have its full 
exercise and educational effect on us, 
rather than to get rid of it or to rebel 
under its infliction ; and this those 
will do who value spiritual elevation, 
the larger outlook, the enfranchisement 
of the soul, more than present ease and 
comfort. It seems strange in these 
days of earnest physical inquiry and 
doctrinal speculation that so little at- 
tention is given to those subtler laws 
which underlie the constitution of the 
spiritual universe. 

If physical education should be con- 
sidered worthy of being undertaken 
for its own sake as fostering the thews 
of manhood and avoiding those de- 
pressing weaknesses which are the 
attendants upon a life of sloth and 
inaction, why should not the acquire- 
ment of moral strength, decision, and 
energy be its own reward also ? Is it 
not the evidence of a weak and flaccid 
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mood or character to ask what is 
the good of moral culture and insist 
upon knowing what is to be our re- 
ward for spiritual growth and strength, 
or what our punishment for moral 
failure and dereliction? Is not the 
battle of life worth fighting if it bring 
us no reward but a present victory 
— ^the knowledge that we have endured 
like brave soldiers, and neither sneaked 
out of the contest nor gone over to 
the enemy, but have lived for the 
highest and overcome the lowest in 
the hardihood of a firm courage and 
an uncompromising behaviour? Surely 
here there is reason enough and motive 
enough to give strength to weakness, 
energy to action, to defeat ignoble 
ambitions, and to arm the most de- 
moralised with a splendid purpose 
and the incitements to the daring of 
a magnanimous career. That heroic 
character, the Roman emperor Marcus 

£ 
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Aurelius, saw in the reasons of a worthy 
manhood and the respect for universal 
law a sufficient ground for the accept- 
ance of the higher life and the sub- 
jugation of the lower thereto without 
any claim to or wish for personal 
advantage or benefit. Why dwell on 
the threshold of much talk and endless 
projections? If life is to attain its 
highest power, it will not be by the 
entertainment of hazy theosophisms 
and ecclesiastical doctrinal platitudes, 
nor yet by scholastic ethical teaching. 
It must be by the reception of grander 
truths of wider significance under a 
stricter rule of life and its practical 
application. What is more depressing 
— even degrading — ^than the spectacle 
of one destitute of spiritual ambition, 
year after year slouching through life 
in the same listless grooves, vegetating 
like a tree in the dispensation of mere 
accretion, localised, centralised in 
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present interests and the trumpery 
life of secular ambitions? The sup- 
pression of spiritual growth and evolu- 
tion in a drifting and sluggish moral 
life is surely a more melancholy 
spectacle than that of physical strength 
relaxed to the condition of feebleness 
and the decays of cowardice and 
effeminacy. Disregarding all ethical 
theories and useless moral speculations, 
is it not worth while to cultivate 
robustness of living and vigour of 
character, to introduce a bracing and 
restringent tone into our lives and to 
stand up in our manhood established in 
the large possibilities of being and the 
wise verities of everlasting law? Stand 
firm as a tower, s9.ys Dante, which 
steadies its top through all winds : — 

Sta come torre ferma che non crolla 
Giammai la cima per soffiar de' vend. 

Man is a small animal : his focus 
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of spiritual vision is restricted to little 
more than a point. As well ask a 
gnat of the course of the stars as 
inquire of the faculties possessed by 
us in our present stage of being of 
the infinite processes, the compass of 
the plans of the universe. Enough 
for us to know those impulsions, 
desires, and ambitions which must rule 
and guide us under our limitations 
and restrictions ; enough if we can see 
the light which will lead us to the 
soul's true goal. Then when these 
struggling powers have accomplished 
their mission, a loftier plane may be 
opened to us for renewed efforts 
under the better auspices of power 
won. 

There is a profound principle em- 
bedded deep down in the soul in 
which is laid the nucleus of a higher 
being, the seed-germ of a more august 
growth. It is the birth-tie which 
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unites us to the Universal, the 
Eternal. It is the closest bond of 
our nature, though unrevealed to the 
senses. To apprehend this is the 
spring of spiritual evolution, the 
source and origin of all that can 
raise, refine, and spiritualise. Until 
this is cUscovered we grope in dark- 
ness, and the perplexity of the lower 
range, and " see not the bright light 
which is in the clouds." It is the 
centre of being, the heart of vitality. 
It abides in the " cave," to use a term 
of the Vedanta, invisible, unperceived 
by the outward consciousness. It is 
its own life, and its life is hid in itself. 
To it all the good and evil of life are 
auxiliary, for it finds its proper nutri- 
ment and growth - condition in all. 
Anguish and pain are its ministers, 
the long sorrow and the hopeless 
affliction. Rooted in care and grief, 
watered with tears, its abode is yet 
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in joy and an undisturbed serenity. 
It combats with evil and then treads 
upon the vanquished foe to reach 
the highest good. It is indefatigable 
in action, but conceals its operation. 
It works untiring in the outward 
course ; gradually and by impropria- 
tion, moulding, forming, increasing. 
Its progress seems as slow as the 
advancing hour-hand of a watch, but 
it is as sure in its movement. Once 
found, its existence is known beyond 
question, but its nature is never fully 
understood. Unmistakable as sun- 
shine or the darkness of night, but 
not to be outlined or defined, this is 
the Spirit of Evolution, the Unborn 
which is ever bringing forth, the Silent 
which is for ever speaking. 

This is no mystic imagination. It 
is a simple statement of veritable fact 
to be confirmed by all who will look 
for it earnestly, sincerely, ingenuously. 
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We are indeed a fragment of the 
Eternities, and may find a substantial 
identity therewith. It must be so. 
Rocked in the cradle of Time, folded 
in the mortal raiment, the Child of 
the Infinite sleeps, awaiting his trans- 
formation into the succeeding stage — 
sleeps and dreams. Around him the 
heavens revolve, beneath as well as 
over him. With fiery shuttle the 
indefatigable Spirit of the Universe 
weaves its resplendent robe, palpitating 
with life, begemmed with millions of 
lustrous orbs which flash with ceaseless 
motion through the unbounded realms 
of space. Its energy pierces the 
regions of the Unlimited in every 
direction. From its bosom is born 
man into a world of petty cares and 
trivial delights, an ignorant and help- 
less babe in the Temporal, but the 
embryo of a future being which shall 
grow into the proportions of his 
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sovran parentage ; not always the 
bond-slave of the conditioned, not 
always the creature of unsatisfied 
desire ; but a mighty power in the 
universe, rising above matter and the 
material nature into a breathing free- 
dom of liberty and joy, justifying 
those finer instincts which live in all 
of us, and fulfilling the sublime destiny 
of which they are the earnest and 
indication. 

Is this a dream? No, it is no 
dream. It is the truth unmistakably 
and ineradicably engraven on every 
human heart. If it be not known it 
is because the search for it has not 
been prosecuted with sufficient earnest- 
ness and vigour. We are accustomed 
. to look upon the present stage of 
being as a finality rather than as a 
rung in the ladder of ascent which is 
to lift us into the empyrean of souls as 
satellites of God. Buried and absorbed 
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in the sensual, perplexed with con- 
flicting opinion, waiting upon that 
which is without, with eyes closed to 
that which is within, we run to see 
the reed shaken by the wind, and 
leave the inward oracle, the only 
source of incontestable wisdom, un- 
consulted. We see the closure of 
sin, sorrow, and affliction in the present 
life, disclaiming the future and the 
known course of evolution as an 
unchanging principle. It is one of 
the anomalies of science as at present 
pursued, that, knowing this Law of 
Evolution, it should accept it in the 
lowest forms, but reject it in the 
highest ; for, as has been already 
said, soul-force is the highest energy 
with which we are acquainted, and 
must be regarded as such. It is an 
emanation from the Almighty -Him- 
self, and the fabric of His power. 
One may take heart upon this, and, 
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setting aside all distracting questions, 
abide in the trust of that wisdom of 
which we are the lineal oflfepring. 

O man ! hold thee on in courage of soul 
Through the stormy shades of thy worldly 
way. 

And the billows of cloud that round thee roll 
Shall sleep in the light of a wondrous day. 






IV 

The Lesson of Life 

ICE convinced of the " uses 
of adversity," do not despair 
because of your want of 
power to bear the adverse 
stroke in full patience. If we could 
accept all our trials with equanimity, 
carry them easily, and support them 
with indifference, they would be no trials 
at all and would fail of their educational 
effect upon us. Our own weaknesses 
and inadequacies are instructive to us, 
and never more than when we feel them 
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the most. We must learn to bear 
them as a part of the instrument of 
disciplinary instruction. One of the 
objects of the earthly life is to show 
to us our defects in a lower stage, in 
order that we may overcome them 
and rise upon them conquered to 
higher things. But even if we cannot 
cure them, and if they are only revealed 
to us by this means, our very desire 
to be rid of them points to a higher 
gift of faculties, when the will against 
evil shall be supreme, not having the 
bodily proclivities to oppose it. They 
will teach us that unless we place our- 
selves in harmony with the operation 
of a Divine instruction, and enlarge 
our minds to an acceptance of the 
Higher Law, we shall make very little 
progress on the way towards Infinite 
Perfection. 

If we were but fully awake spiritually 
we should be aware that every person 
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bom into this world is being educated 
by the process of a Divine law, the 
very nature and contexture of his 
being containing within itself all the 
elements of the training and discipline 
exactly adapted to his needs, implied 
and included in his individuality. 
Every life is a special organism, un- 
folding itself as a flower and growing 
through all stages into a Divine inten- 
tion. The common experiences of 
love, marriage, the relation of parents 
and children, the domestic life, the 
occupations of affairs, our troubles 
and our joys, are all so many instru- 
ments of advancement on the upward 
path. Nothing is too trivial to be 
made a means of education by the 
Divine Instructor. " The daily round, 
the common task " properly accepted 
are formative, down to the most in- 
significant detail. Often the most 
barren moments, as regards visible or 
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tangible work, are the richest and 
most fruitful in effects and conse- 
quences. Every folly we inadvertently 
commit, every sin by which we learn 
the necessity for self-correction, has a 
mission for our instruction by reveal- 
ing to us the unworthiness and in- 
capacity of all that is on a temporary 
basis to produce real happiness and 
satisfaction. There is no being, how- 
ever degraded, who does not stand on 
the rungs of the celestial ladder, none 
who has not got within him or her 
the seed of that Divine plant which 
shall ultimately grow into the large 
Tree of Life. The path to be 
traversed may be tortuous, the road 
difficult, the teaching stern and severe ; 
through sorrow, through pain, through 
sin, through suffering, through sun- 
shine and shadow, it may be, by long 
and weary stages of the after-time, 
the way must go, every elevation 



^he Lesson of Life 63 

marked by a fresh pang, but gradually 
opening into vistas of sweetness and 
security ; from darkness, light ; from 
toil, ease ; from turmoil, peace and 
rest. 

Have confidence, therefore, in life 
and its teaching. Let no fears 
disturb your mind, but dwell in 
undoubting assurance that all you 
behold and are, all that happens to 
you within and without, is full of 
blessing. Fear no darkness. It is 
but the curtain of light and a means 
of reaching it. Do not allow your 
mind to be disturbed by reason of 
speculative doubts, nor seek to avoid 
disinterested conviction. Only thus 
can you find assured truth ; for the 
way to truth is progressive and truth 
itself expansive. Give a fearless scope 
to inquiry. Clement of Alexandria 
tells us, " Want of faith has done 
many good things and faith evil 
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things : " and Epicharmus says, " Do 
not forget to exercise incredulity ; for 
it is the sinews of the soul." "Doubt 
wisely/' says Dr. Donne : — 

In strange ways 
To stand inquiring right is not to stray ; 
To sleep or run wrong is. 

Then we have the Apostolic in- 
junction to " prove all things." No 
doubt is sinful but that of renouncing 
reason and the conclusions of unim- 
peachable evidence. If every word of 
every accredited revelation were proved 
to be without historic basis, the Divine 
testimony within the soul would be 
sufficient to assure us of its truth and 
reality. It would be discovered again 
and again, as fire is found. " The 
Scripture faith," says Ralph Cudworth, 
in his scholarlike treatise. The True 
Intellectual System of the Universe^ 
" is not a mere believing of historical 
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things, and upon inartificial arguments 
or testimonies only ; but a certain 
higher and diviner power in the soul 
that peculiarly correspondeth with the 
Deity." Truth is more valuable than 
any traditional creed, and the only 
infallible test of truth is within you ; 
for that nobody can impugn, nor any 
historic evidence or want of evidence 
establish or confute. What you find 
to have a real existence within your 
soul needs no confirmation from with- 
out, and admits of no contradiction. 

If science should tell you that an 
inexorable heredity or an imperative 
environment is the ultimate ruler of 
life, take to yourself a grain of deter- 
mination and give the assertion the 
lie. An iron will defies heredity and 
environment in the formation of char- 
acter, scorning the bondage of custom 
and precedent. Do not allow the 
assumption of all that calls itself 

F 
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Science to treat you as a baby or a 
fool by taking no account of the 
noblest faculty within you, that of 
self-government. Once firmly resolve 
that your Will shall reign, that you 
will be the master of your own control, 
and nothing shall fatally oppose or 
prevail against you. The practicability 
of overcoming obstacles, of crushing 
evil, or of passing through it unharmed 
— nay, even with advantage — is only 
to be proved by determined action, 
and that accomplishes everything. It 
supersedes all argument and discussion, 
leaving no doubts behind it. 





The Infallible Light 




IJHERE is within all of us, as 
has been said, an interior 
illumination, which will dis- 
tinctly reveal the Divine 
element within us, if we will only look 
for and cultivate it. This is the Light 
increate, unexpressed, inexpressible, 
"the Light that never, was on sea 
or land " ; that deep interior Light 
" which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world." The Vedantist saw 
this when he said, " When He shines 
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everything shines after Him, by His 
Light all things are lighted." "He 
will bring me forth to the light, and 
I shall behold His righteousness," 
says the Prophet Micah. It is found 
by the faithful seeker, by him who 
desires to see by it : not by those 
who are indifferent to its revelation. 
It shall show him the way of peace, 
of rest, of triumph ; peace in repose 
from the worldly battle, of rest in the 
refreshing sense of spiritual vigour, of 
triumph in rising above earthly storms 
and tempests in an atmosphere of calm, 
in the soul's attainment of its highest 
condition, undisturbed by the mutations 
of time, the changing condition of 
man. It shall show him the summits 
of those shining pinnacles whose foot 
is on the earth, but which rise from 
elevation to elevation until their 
glittering summits mingle with the 
celestial lights, so that one knows 



The Infallible Light 69 

no longer if the earthly be raised to 
heaven, or if the heavenly region be 
brought within the cognisance of men, 
in order that they may know that their 
most ravishing dreams of a harmonious 
spiritual life are true and veritable 
symbols — echoes and shadows, as it 
were, of the splendour of that glorious 
Essential Life on and out of which all 
substantial being is constructed, and of 
which it is the emanating manifestation. 
The earnest and faithful spiritual 
inquirer will seek no external evidence 
for the truth and reality of the higher 
life which fills his soul. He will not 
depend upon the outward testimony, 
which may be impugned, for the most 
secure foundation of his soul's strength 
and the building up of his spiritual 
nature. There is a voice within him 
which speaks louder than the trumpets 
of Sinai, with a more imperative utter- 
ance than any external evidence can 
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furnish — a voice which makes itself 
heard above the roarings of the worldly 
market-place. There is a faculty 
of perception in the soul, obscure, 
hidden away from the learning of the 
academies, far from the tortuous plod- 
dings of scholastic systems, which is 
only developed fully, as every other 
faculty is developed, by a frank accept- 
ance, strenuous cultivation, and careful 
nurture. It is the highest heritage of 
our nature, the ultimate faculty. It 
will not be gainsaid or ignored. It 
is irresistible, conclusive. It requires 
no confirmation and admits of no 
denial. It is direct and immediate in 
its operation, and, faithfully regarded, 
infallible in its conclusion — infallible 
as far as we are concerned, for if it 
does not give the final word, it is the 
last we can arrive at. The innermost 
voice in all of us, if we can but hear 
it, is the voice of God. 
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It is true this voice asks a very 
careful hearing. It is but a whisper 
at first ; but it grows in distinctness 
the more it is listened to. When I 
something appeals to you as true, 
judged by that inward instinct of 
recognition which rises up definitely 
in the innermost of your being, do not 
let any intellectual cavillings prevent 
you fi-om accepting and appropriating j 
it at once. When a fact, circum- 
stance, or aspect has established itself 
before you as veritably so, do not reject 
it because you cannot reconcile it with 
other truths which appear to be adverse 
to its acceptance : light does not cease 
to exist because darkness exists also 
— but rather attribute the incongruity 
to the conditioned state of your own 
limited powers, in not seeing the 
whole in its full extension on the 
plane of the Infinite in which the 
straight line becomes a circle, and all 
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that we call contradictions, wedded to 
each other, are united and assimilated 
in the bond of truth. If you want to 
see how Necessity can consist with 
Freedom of will, Kant will inform 
you from an intellectual point of view ; 
but whether you understand it or not 
it is so as matter of fact.^ Many of 
the most precious jewels of life are 
lost to us by timidity of appropriation, 
by our neglect of those diviner instincts 
of the soul which would lead us to the 
right and true if we would but obey 
them. If by mischance an erroneous 
conclusion should thus be presented to 
you, if you are sincere and earnest it 
will soon fall spontaneously from you. 
You need fear no permanent injury. 
What is meant to be enforced here is 

1 See Kant's Theory of MtAics, translated by T. K. 
Abbott : Longmans and Company. Section : The Analytic 
of Pure Practical Reason, chap. iii. To those who 
would understand the full scope of all ethical teaching 
on rational grounds this book may be recommended as 
rendering every other unnecessary. 
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that you should go the shortest way 
to truth, not pausing on first principles 
when the kingdom lies before you, not 
allowing the obvious and perceptible 
to wait on the formulas of logic and 
reasoning, but with confidence in the 
abiding faculties of our nature, you 
should take up truths as flowers are 
gathered in gardens, because of their 
beauty and desirability; not made more 
desirable or beautifiil from a knowledge 
of their scientific names or of their exact 
place in the vegetable kingdom. 
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terested love, considered as an in- 
strument of spiritual evolution, be 
bestowed on a thankless and disre- 
garding recipient if it remain in the 
heart as a Divine essence which never 
dies. " Trifles light and partly vain," 
says the poet, " can prop our nobler 
being." The highest attainments 
grow from an invisible source and 
are insignificant in their beginnings. 
Do not, therefore, despise the most 
trivial object which may have served 
to call forth an emotion in itself com- 
mendable, nor think those motives 
which are slight and inconspicuous 
of no value. Life, like the coral reef, 
is made up of innumerable constituent 
elements, each in itself unimportant. 
Everything we experience is but an 
image of something better. It is thus 
that we need not attach ourselves too 
closely to the instrument of our educa- 
tion, but may well aflfbrd to let the 
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symbol go so that we retain that of 
which it is the type and precursor. 
The highest lessons are those taught 
by " nature's gradual processes." 
Wordsworth clearly expressed the 
educational value of life in his " Pre- 
lude " when he wrote — 

How strange, that all 
The terrors, pains, and early miseries. 
Regrets, vexations, lassitudes interfused 
Within my mind, should e'er have borne a part. 
And that a needful part, in making up 
The calm existence that is mine when I 
Am worthy of myself. 

In another place, too, he speaks of 
"the wholesome ministry of pain 
and evil." The truth is, that nothing 
can be spared which goes to form a 
completed being, any more than one 
brick can be spared from the con- 
struction of a perfect building. The 
scaffolding may go, but the building 
remains. We have only to learn 
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clearly to distinguish between the 
remainder elements of construction 
and the adjunctive and vehicular 
framework of its elevation in order 
to profit by all we go through. 

Do not be distressed, therefore, 
when the modal or formal continent 
of your nobler feelings and emotions 
is taken from you. The course of an 
expanding and aspiring evolution never 
goes back, nor are essential results 
ever lost or wasted, whatever may 
become of the medium by which they 
were applied and in which they were 
operative. Be assured that the Power 
which formed the ear, which con- 
structed the eye, knows perfectly well 
what it is doing, and never mistakes 
a line or misplaces an atom. Have 
faith, indeed! What need have we 
of faith when the ministering senses 
reveal to us so many indications of 
the highest wisdom, and we may 
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know that we are only obscured by 
our narrow outlook and limited means 
of perception? Surely it is in dark- 
ness we are all moulded into being, 
and life itself is but an emanation 
from the impenetrable shades of death. 
Well might the Psalmist find the 
question of the origin and growth 
of being too painfully difficult for 
solution. We have learnt nothing 
since. Protoplasm still refuses its 
secret, and is likely for ever to do so, to 
the human faculty. We have to trust 
in the end, whatever we may know. 

Thus life rightly viewed and 
governed cannot be degraded. No 
life so mean or little as not to affi^rd 
material for the exercise of the noblest 
faculties of our nature. No mood or 
situation so dry or barren as not to 
be at least capable of extending our 
patience by revealing to us our own 
inadequacies and imperfections, and 
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thus enabling us to remedy them. 
Life is a rising fabric, and we are all 
builders whether we will or no. 

Thus let us think of ourselves in 
the God-given calling, as builders in 
the universe, ourselves a living part 
of it. Regarded in this aspect, of 
what transcendent importance is life ! 
That which we build we shall inhabit ; 
that which we make ourselves by the 
exercise of formative will-power, that 
we shall be. We are the instruments 
of a Creative Intelligence, and work 
under a Divine direction. Shall we 
be industrious workmen, or shall we 
sit down slothful and unheeding, 
blocks in the current, waiting on the 
compulsion of an external force to 
drive us forwards on the upward way? 
Let us call upon every energy within 
us to awake. The earth is whirled 
round the sun at the rate of more 
than a thousand miles in a minute 



The 'Exaltation of Ideals 8i 

of time. The immemorial heavens 
by which we are surrounded are full 
of light and activity — racing, burning, 
flashing. Shall man alone sit down 
in his little territory, narrow and dark, 
dedicated to the toys of Time, when 
the immortal and infinite Soul within 
him is waiting to be revealed and join 
issue with the still speaking voices 
and operative forces of the vmiverse ? 
Awake, O sleeping one, and look 
well around you ! Listen to the 
mighty paean that reverberates above 
and chimes within you, calling you in 
tones of love and joy and a consecrated 
sorrow to rise to your lofty destiny, 
to put away the earthly and sensuous 
obstacle as a cobweb in your path, 
and to claim the high inheritance 
which belongs to you as the delegate 
of God, as the instrument of a supreme 
and irresistible power that reaches out 
towards the splendid fruit properly 
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belonging to you. For your posses- I 
sions have no bounds. They extend \ 
beyond the farthest star that glimmers 
in the bosom of space. Your territory I 
is uncircumscribed, and every remotest / 
orb waits to verify your mastership 
and your title as one with the Lord of 
the universe, as a spark of the diffiised / 
life by which all things are created i 
and sustained. Weary soul, why will f 
you refuse your true dignity ? Why, 
for the sake of grovelling occupa- 
tions and the fulfilment of low desires, 
will you resign your lofty claims to 
that grander destiny which is right- 
fully yours, and is every moment 
inviting you to the higher realms 
of a completed existence in the light 
of darkness conquered, of peace won 
through victorious strife, of the attain- 
ment that comes of vmconquerable re- 
solution, of an invincible struggle 
towards the heights of being } 
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Be assured that this indicates a 1 
sober reality and no poetic dream. \ 
The kingdom of the soul's glory 
exists for all of us who stretch to- 
wards it, keeping its vision well in 
view. Ask yourself in all frankness 
and sincerity in the innermost and 
most sacred shrine of your being if 
it be not so, reverently awaiting an 
answer. It will come to you, clear 
and unmistakable in its utterance. 
Nay, you will see the heavenly vision 
without question or doubt, and each 
Divine insight will be confirmed to 
you, verified by an irrefutable testi- 
mony in the clearness of a distinct 
certainty more assuring than the 
images of a sensuous presentation. 
It is to you this crown is oflfered; 
not one of religious theorists, of the 
devotees of a formal and factitious 
ecclesiasticism ; but that of a conse- 
crated life, the human animated by 



84 T^he Pilgrim of the Infinite 

and changed into the nature of the 
Divine, the revelation of internal con- 
viction, the exposition of the Founder 
of that Religion, the profession of 
which, in these days, is allowed to 
consist with so many social and per- 
sonal abuses, cruelties, and wrongs. 
Surely it is time for us to inquire 
what this religion of Love really 
means, what its dictates enforce, what 
its teaching includes. Is it that each 
of us should sit down in his own 
limitations, drawing around him the 
curtains of selfish desires fulfilled, 
selfish accumulations consolidated, 
personal ease and individual satisfac- 
tions attained ? These cannot be the 
objects of a just spiritual ambition, 
of the high hopes on which we are 
supposed to be nurtured, of the aims 
and ends of the larger life. Are we 
not playing with the terms of our 
religion when we are seeking in its 
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offices only our own good and leaving 
that of others — of others who are 
forced by prohibitive circumstances to 
stand aloof from the more generous 
advantages of life — imnoticed and un- 
cared for ? Who shall answer for the 
derelictions of society in this respect ? 
Who shall awake us to a sense of our 
responsibilities and the true mission? 
Who shall explain to us the signifi- 
cance of those pregnant words, " Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me " ? How do 
they mock our teaching and preach- 
ing! How do they set aside the 
feebler and meaner effort in the roll 
of their sonorous message to the living 
souls and loving hearts of the brother- 
hood of men ! When shall we learn 
that the essence of Christianity is not 
religious observance, but Love — Love \ 
deep down as an abiding and sustain- | 
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ing life and vital influence ? No 
question of church membership, or 
religious training or opinions was asked 
by the Author of Christianity of the 
loving soul. Its Divine claims were 
at once allowed suflicient to cover the 
lapses of a stained life, when, in re- 
sponse to the sobbings of a broken 
heart, it was said, "Her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven ; for she loved 
much'^ 






VII 

Social Advancement 

you wish to take your part 
in the forward movement of 
the time ; to advance the age 
in which you live towards 
that ultimate goal of the happiness, in 
so far as it may be, of the whole race ? 
As a citizen of the world would you 
endeavour to model society on that 
universal relationship of brotherhood 
which shall give every member of the 
human family a fair chance in the 
onward and upward race? Do not 
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I think you will accomplish this, or 
any step towards it, by encouraging 
violence, fostering dissatisfaction, and 
fomenting discontent around you. 
Be assured by these means you will 
achieve nothing. Besides, all this is 
very cheap and easy of performance. 
It is easy to find fault, but not to 
repair ; it is easy to teach, but not to 
learn ; it is easy to dictate, but not 
to do. If you would convert others 
to justice, it must be by living justly 
yourself There is no other method. 
Not by talking, but by doing, is the 
world to be remodelled. George 
Sand expressed a great truth when 
she said, in her Letters of a Traveller ^ 
'* I think that with the smallest virtue 
put into action and sustained with a 
certain measure of energy, more may 
be achieved than with the wisdom 
of all nations detailed in books." 
" We can often do more for other 
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men," says Fenelon, " by correcting 
our own faults than by trying to 
correct theirs." These are great 
truths, and all life confirms them to 
be such. If men will not learn from 
the processes of embodied reason and 
the applied law of right, they will not 
be persuaded by vociferation, much 
less by the forces of gunpowder and 
dynamite. Not only does man teach 
by a justly-laid life and a right course 
of action, but, at the same time, he 
helps forward the cause by himself 
contributing to its advancement. 
Wrong views are not changed or 
overruled, nor wrong courses made 
right, by exacerbating denunciations. 
Irritation is not allayed by violence, 
nor bitterness soothed or subdued 
by passionate recrimination. Evil 
is not to be crushed with evil, 
but can only be destroyed by its 
opposing good. If, therefore, you 
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would enter upon the battle for social 
advancement, let it be with the weapon 
of an upright and noble life, dis- 
interested in its largeness, unselfish in 
thought and act, with the clear desire 
before you to lose no opportunity of 
sympathy and helpfulness towards 
every being within the circle of your 
reach or influence. A kind word — 
even the unexpressed sentiment of 
sympathy and consideration — will 
often fulfil the purpose of soothing 
an irritated mood, or smoothing away 
an impeding obstacle. " To live is 
not a private, but a public good : 
the treasure of good living is diflfiisive," 
says Henry Vaughan in his Flores 
Solitudinis. Let your life be like 
sunshine, to gladden all, and make a 
point of leaving everybody a little 
happier for having met you. Such 
seeds of happiness generously bestowed 
do more to sweeten life and to restore 
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it to harmony with the higher law 
of being than all the teaching and 
preaching periodically doled out to 
us from pulpit and platform. 

Do you desire to dissolve the bonds 
of poverty, to help forward a more 
general and equable distribution of 
wealth ? Do not think to do this by 
getting and giving. Even if your 
intention should hold good through 
the accumulation of wealth you would 
fail in your purpose. The only way 
to further a freer distribution of wealth 
is by not making its accumulation 
your object at all. Leave its inordi- 
nate pursuit, the hoarding of it, and 
there will be so much more of it for 
the needy, to find them in a natural 
and wholesome way. When shall 
we learn that the true basis of a just 
and equitable social condition does not 
depend upon any distribution of sub- 
stantial property, the excess of which is 
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a transferable evil, but is entirely a 
matter of personal feeling and indi- 
vidual action ? Its true index lies in 
the answer to the question, how does 
he feel and act towards the race ? not 
how much or how little is the value 
of his possession ? A warm and gener- 
ous heart will set everything right by 
its own spontaneous action, and there 
is no mechanical substitute for it; 
neither by the formal regulation of 
ethical adjustment nor by the bungling 
and impolitic means of legislative ad- 
ministration. The inordinate posses- 
sion of property is an effect, not a 
cause, of the present social dislocation. 
The higher doctrine of non-possession, 
properly interpreted, means the refusal 
to accumulate beyond the requirements 
of a prudent independence of unjust 
and burdensome demands upon others, 
and only with regard to simplicity of 
living and freedom from a subservi- 
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ence to the wants and necessities of 
nature. No more definite lines can 
be drawn ; nor are they wanted. In 
this, as in every other case, there 
is no substitute for the exercise of 
reason and right judgment. If we 
were as anxious to act rightly as to 
satisfy the quibbles of an interested 
special pleading, we should have no 
difficulties in the doing, and might 
leave the casuist and the polemic to 
settle their perplexities by the hypo- 
thetical means of logic and argument. 
Yes, life is to be lived by acting, 
and not by talking ; and by being 
rather than by doing. " If any man 
will do God's will," sdd the Master, 
" he shall know of the doctrine." 
And surely that is the only way to 
real knowledge. By doing we learn ; 
by being we acquire. What can the 
highest knowledge confer upon us 
unless we appropriate that knowledge 
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by making it a part of ourselves, and 
thus giving it the seal of vitality and 
conferring on it the essential nature 
of an organic quality ? 

Do not think the spiritual happiness 
of those who have attained to the 
higher estate is a selfish contentment 
with its own well-being, disregardful 
of that of others. The doctrine of a 
selfish heaven is a false one : it does 
not exist. A selfish heaven is but 
another name for hell. The loving 
soul lives and exists only in the desire 
of disseminating its happiness uni- 
versally. But how is this to be done } 
Not by hugging itself in its bliss, 
but by entering still more and more 
deeply into the essential spirit of love. 
By loving, purely, spiritually, uncon- 
ditionally, one increases love, just as 
the sun gives light by shining ; and 
this not by thinking of loving, nor by 
talking of loving ; but by loving. 
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By this means the kingdom of Love 
is enlarged ; by this means we do all 
the good we can do, all the good that 
is possible to limited personal being. 
Indeed we become thus united to the 
infinite and eternal Love, which is as 
the light struggling through darkness, 
as a voice speaking through silence, 
the Divine Utterance, the Sacred 
Word. 






VIII 

The Success of Failure 

jlO not allow yourself to become 
soured or disappointed, or to 
think life a failure, because 
you do not find that ac- 
ceptance which your mission seems to 
warrant. The largest measures of good 
the world has ever known have been 
effected by those whose lives, regarded 
from an individual or personal point of 
view, were failures. It is by failure we 
succeed, just as by doubting we learn. 
For, first, we may reflect how many 
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head stones of the corner have been 
despised or disregarded in their day and 
generation ; secondly, we may consider 
the educational effect of failure (or what 
is called failure) on ourselves, in show- 
ing and impressing upon us the essen- 
tial and primary value of those pursuits 
and objects we cultivate as factors in 
our own advancement and develop- 
ment. The business which has not 
succeeded, the book which has not 
circulated, the picture which has re- 
mained unnoticed, have all had their 
effect upon you in the doing of them. 
They have educated a faculty in you ; 
they have taken their place as instru- 
ments in your evolution ; they have 
not left you where they found you ; 
they have recorded themselves on your 
being as steps of progress and eleva- 
tion. Besides these advantages, they 
have fostered a spirit of patience, in- 
dependence, and (fisinterestedness. We 

H 
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learn far more from our failures than 
from our successes. Indeed, the more 
one reflects, the more one doubts if 
there be really such a thing as failure ; 
the very missing of what may appear 
to you as your true vocation, properly 
accepted, may, and indeed assuredly 
will, result in placing you on higher 
educational lines, and revealing to you 
and inaugurating a still higher destiny. 
It is an old saying that Nothing succeeds 
like success, but it may perhaps be 
said, with more truth in the long run, 
that nothing succeeds like failure ; for 
in conscientious enterprise it has all 
the educational advantages of the 
doing of right noble work for its own 
sake, with the added one of not de- 
pending for our satisfaction upon 
results, which are always more or less 
disappointing and defective, as being 
mixed with imperfection and inade- 
quacy, thus turning the inward eyes of 
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the thoughtful to the nobler purpose 
of the growth of life and being, re- 
moved far above and beyond material 
ends in the loftier atmosphere of a per- 
fected existence of spiritual elevation 
and completion. 

Thus there may be accomplished 
T'nthin us by failure something much 
more enduring and far more valuable 
than we obtain by any of the rewards 
of temporal success, to say nothing of 
the ultimate result of our efforts, which 
are rarely, if ever, without fruit in some 
form or other after all. The reward 
of every right act is contained in itself, 
and its value is not increased in any 
degree by accidental or subsidiary 
additions. In the Chinese Tao of 
Chuang-tze, which contains a noble 
lesson of the worth of directness of 
purpose in life and conduct, there is 
given a wholesome illustration of an 
independent and disinterested course 
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of action in the instance of a famous 
archer, " who did well in hitting the 
mark, but ill in accepting praise for it." 
So Marcus Aurelius asks, "When 
thou hast done a good act and another 
has received it, why dost thou still 
look for a third thing besides these, as 
fools do, either to have the reputation 
of having done a good act or to obtain 
a return ? " It is well for all of us 
that the administrations of life are laid 
on better lines than we know, and 
supersede our wisest schemes and com- 
binations. We must learn, whether we 
will or no. There is no circumstance 
in life but what contains the elements 
of a Divine teaching, and holds within 
it the call to an ascent in the scale of 
being. Love in its highest form is 
the child of bitterness, disappointment, 
and friendless isolation. It is amidst 
such clouds that the star of a heavenly 
sympathy arises, whose radiance, falling 
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on the tear of sorrow, changes it into a 
jewel of brightness, lighting it with 
the rainbow hues of renewed hope, 
with the prospects of peace and an 
outgrowing happiness. 

Be assured that to the soul whose 
compass is set rightly nothing can go 
wrong. Just as Napoleon Bonaparte 
is said to have traded on his mistakes, 
and of obstacles made means of pro- 
gress, so the earnest soul brings all 
the experiences of life into the service 
of a good and right issue. Every fault 
asks a correction, and may be made 
the means of advancement on a road 
unseen before we had missed it by 
straying from it. A higher and more 
desirable good is only gained by 
abandoning a lower one. Thus St. 
Paul said, "I die daily," and every 
such death was the commencement of 
a new life in a loftier state or condi- 
tion. We fail in order that we may 
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succeed. We resign that we may take 
up again in a safer and better spirit. 
This kind of demolition implies and 
includes refabrication on a firmer 
ground with safer materials. 

It is in this order that we may learn 
that all religion is progressive. To 
freeze it into permanent forms and 
ceremonies is to deny its efficacy and 
to destroy its vital power. This is 
true of all religions worthy of the 
name. The ancient Vedantist recog- 
nises four progressive conditions of 
human life : the physical or nutritive 
period of childhood and youth ; the 
stage of instruction and pupilhood 
under a sage, spiritual master ; the 
period of active and secular life, as of 
the householder or man of affairs ; then 
the age of retirement into the forest 
for the purposes of devotion and 
the cultivation and nurture of the 
soul in heavenly habitudes, whereby 
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should be developed or attained 
the Divine life in the union and 
identification of the soul with the 
being of its Creator and Sustainer. 
There is no such thing as standing 
still in life's history. Stagnation is 
death. Immobility is fatal. Every- 
thing perishes in quiescence : religion 
is no exception. To cease to grow is 
to cease to live. A stone may suffer 
abrasion, but it cannot augment its 
proper substance. We must be con- 
tent to see our most firmly held creeds 
shattered, the shell of our faith broken 
to pieces, that the true kernel and 
essential power may be revealed. The 
narrow and oppressive creed of to-day 
must be superseded by the wider out- 
look and clearer illumination of to- 
morrow. Consider that whatever, 
becomes of your creed truth remains 
always the same, and is not changed 
in any degree by your mode of regard- 
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ing it. The All-father lives and rules 
and acts, entirely uninfluenced by our 
views, just as the sun in itself is unin- 
fluenced by the clouds that veil our 
atmosphere. The Divine Fatherhood 
once seen remains a fact for ever, 
whether perceived at a given moment 
or not. We must trust in growth, 
not in standing still ; freely abandon- 
ing the transitive and intermediate 
for a more advanced manifestation of 
spiritual progress within us. The 
sincere searcher for truth will go fear- 
lessly forward, undismayed by decaying 
modes and caducent forms, content to 
see his most cherished notions and 
opinions crumble and decline even 
before he can see the fuller light, or 
discern the rising superstructure of 
the ameliorated habitation which will 
assuredly receive the earnest and per- 
severing pilgrim on the upward road 
to a better evolution. 




IX 

Christianity Progressive 




IHRISTIANITY is above all 
a progressive religion ; an 
aspect too much lost sight 
of in the present day. No 
doubt to this cause is mainly due the 
failing popularity of the churches, in 
the construction and economy of which 
this progressive character is for the 
most part ignored, since they are al- 
most universally founded upon formal 
bases which admit of no change or 
modification. And yet this element 
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of growth or expansion is distinctly 
enunciated in the first promulgation 
of the Christian religion ; its Divine 
Founder comparing it to that of a 
tree, or to the action of leaven in 
the making of bread, which from a 
molecule grows to a ferment. The 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
specially dwells upon this characteristic 
in enforcing the conditions of growth 
of the religious idea through a period of 
spiritual infancy fed by the " milk " of 
the Word to the capacity for " strong 
meat" in its more advanced stages. 
Indeed the effete means of past pro- 
gress are referred to in the Epistle to 
the Galatians as " weak and beggarly 
elements," or rudiments ; the writer 
proceeding to point out the augment- 
ing and amplifying principle as com- 
pelling the abandonment of all previous 
forms and modes, however good and 
useful they may have been in their 
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place, time, and order. The whole 
Bible may be said to be but the history 
of the inauguration and progress of the 
religious idea in the human mind. 
From being slaves we become ser- 
vants ; from servants we are made 
sons, and from sons *' it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be," adds another 
Apostle ; " but we know when He shall 
appear, we shall be like Him." We 
have thus the grades given us from the 
human to the Divine as the essential 
teaching of the religion of our profes- 
sion : thus we may see that the primary 
and essential element of Christianity is 
progressive or transitional, and is by 
no means to be frozen into the inelastic 
formalisms and rigid bonds of an in- 
exorable ecclesiastical dogma. 

In no respect is the progressive 
unfolding of the religion of Christ in 
the human soul ignored with more 
serious consequences than in the mode 
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of regarding the ultimate significance 
of the Atonement. The doctrine of 
vicarious sacrifices in early stages of 
religious development is and has been 
almost universal. A profound signi- 
ficance lies at the bottom of it. We 
are composed of two natures, a lower 
and a higher one ; the lower belonging 
to our earthly or material life, the 
higher embracing our spiritual aspira- 
tions — those lofty intuitions which 
breathe into us the ardent longing to 
set aside the mortal and material and 
to rise into the spiritual realm of 
immaterial freedom instigated by a 
transcendental desire of the soul wWch 
struggles irrepressibly within us. It 
is in the early developed, or initiatory 
stages of religion that we find the 
doctrine of substitution or commuta- 
tion to prevail. It points to the first 
perception of the evil of wrong-doing 
and the recognition of the necessity of 
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reparation. It is the unfolding of a 
larger incipient moral apprehension : 
the higher faculty of the soul, as it 
were, turning over in its long sleep 
preparatory to a full awakening. It 
is the prelude to the clearer perception 
of what the object of life is to be in 
the order of a spiritual evolution : the 
subjugation of the lower nature to the 
higher, the recognition and appropria- 
tive acceptance of the Divine element 
within us as the basis of the elevation, 
growth, and enlargement of the quint- 
essential part of our nature and being. 
It was in this aspect that the doctrine of 
Atonement in the Old Testament was 
promulgated. The sacrifice of beasts 
laid the foundation of the recognition 
of a profounder law that " the wages 
of sin is death." Perhaps it is no 
wonder that in rising to a higher stage 
of development the old traditions 
should be carried forward into the 
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newer dispensation ; that the full signi- 
ficance of the latter should be mis- 
understood by the least thoughtful, 
and the doctrine of the substitution of 
one victim for another, the suffering of 
the innocent for the guilty, be allowed 
to prevail. Of course the ulterior 
meaning of the redemption or salvation 
of the Christian manifestation is some- 
thing very different from this. It is 
not the vicarious substitution of one 
victim for another to propitiate the 
anger of an incensed Deity whose name 
and essential nature we are told is 
Love. Whatever may be said for 
such an interpretation as initiatory of 
the truer and nobler one, it is utterly 
unworthy of acceptance by those capable 
of receiving nourishment from the 
"strong meat" of more advanced 
truth. The higher meaning of the 
Atonement (or At-one-ment) is that 
of a manifestation of the Divine in the 
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human — a reconciling not of God to 
man, but of man to God. Christ did 
not make any claims for Himself 
personally more than belonged to 
humanity in general. He pretended 
to no exceptional prerogative and 
rebutted the attribute of perfection. 
"Why callest thou me good?" He 
said to the earnest inquirer of the Way 
of Life : " there is none good but one, 
that is God." He claimed no exemp- 
tion or dispensation from the common 
lot, and it would appear as if the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
(ch. V.) held that He grew into the 
Messiahship rather than was born into 
it, though destined to it from birth by 
a Divine decree, since he tells us He 
had to learn obedience by suffering, that 
He had " to be made perfect through 
suflfering" (ch. ii. v. lo), in the same 
way in which we all struggle towards 
perfection, by self-denial and Divine 
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dependence. This would seem to 
imply that the sacred writer supposed 
the Messiah only differed in degree, 
and not in kind, from the rest of us. 
Are we not all, indeed, veritable sons 
of God nourishing a Divine life within 
us ? In this aspect we see Christ as 
but opening a new apprehensive faculty 
in the depths of our being — a percep- 
tion of our relationship to and our 
identity with the God " in whom we 
live and move and have our being." 
Thus it is not, strictly speaking, within 
the Christian teaching that Christ died 
for us vicariously, but that we die with 
Him ; that is to say, that our mortal 
and material part perishes with Him 
in so far as we accept the Christ-like 
life of God in the soul. Christ was 
sent into the world to make a revela- 
tion of Divine Love (not anger) by 
teaching us in the person of a Messiah 
how the Divine element could subsist 
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in our human nature, and so raise us 
up to a higher standard of spiritual 
excellence in a closer union with the 
Being of our Creator. 

The progressive or transitional 
character of the Christian religion 
may be illustrated by a reference to 
some narratives of the Old Testament, 
of which it is a developmental out- 
growth. Interpreted as the statements 
of historic .fact, we are met with 
many difficulties ; nay, judged by the 
measures of experience, inconsistencies, 
and impossibilities. Examined, how- 
ever, by the standard of fundamental 
truth, we shall often find, without 
unduly stretching the interpretation 
of symbolism, beneath the actual 
narrative a profound and pregnant 
meaning — ^the spontaneous expression 
of a deep interior perception and 
congenital instinctive truth. Emerson 
says — 
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Out from the heart of nature rolled 
The burdens of the Bible old. 

Undoubtedly it had its origin from 
the deeps of our nature, and, possibly, 
often expressed more than the utterer 
knew the full significance of : for the 
world has only conserved that which 
gives expression to its deepest and 
innermost thoughts. The Bible, in 
fact, embodies the code of the most 
unimpeachable criticism ; for its com- 
pilation implies the consensus of the 
judgment of the civilised world in 
regard to the literary and religious 
worth of that which has been pre- 
served with so much veneration. 
Looking upon the Biblical writings 
in this light, as the instinctive and 
spontaneous utterances of the human 
heart, we cannot but be aware of 
their fundamental truth in their pro- 
founder spirit. Read by such a 
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light, newer meanings unfold them- 
selves. In the same manner as 
the language of the most untutored 
tribes is said to correspond to the 
highest rules of philosophic and 
grammatic structure, so we find these 
natural utterances of the soul con- 
formable with the discoveries of 
science and " the long result of time," 
because they are based on the inward 
law of our nature and anticipate by 
a simple intuition the direction of 
future inquiry and experience. There 
is a fountain of absolute truth at the 
bottom of human nature which only 
finds its expression in the most artless 
utterances. Richard Wagner tells us 
that the only perfect music — ^the only 
music which has a right to the name 
— is that which flows spontaneously 
in the folk-songs and folk-music of 
inartificial peoples, or that which is 
sought for at the same unsophisticated 
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source in the depths of our elemental 
nature. And so it is with the highest 
religious faculty within us. Often it 
gives forth delicate intimations, prelu- 
sive indications, vague and uncertain 
to the more developed faculties, of a 
forthcoming stage of our evolution ; 
indefinite murmurs of a fuller strain, 
Memnon-like whispers of a coming 
morn whose blushing margin is but 
faintly seen to hang on the far horizon. 
It is to the mission of these voices we 
ought to listen, endeavouring to hasten 
its arrival by anticipation. How many 
angels do we shut out from our lives 
by adhering to the old and worn-out 
vehicles of past stages, closing our 
eyes and ears to the new epiphany of 
a wider and brighter illumination ! 
Instead of discrediting and ignoring 
them, let us be on the watch for these 
heavenly messengers and receive them 
freely, not striving how long we can 
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withstand and refuse their blessed in- 
fluence and instruction. 

In the Book of Exodus we have 
a very obvious example of the higher 
meaning often embodied in the Scrip- 
ture narrative, in the account given of 
the wanderings of the Israelites in the 
wilderness. Indeed, David, in the 7 8th 
Psalm, recapitulating the circumstances 
of this memorable journey, prefaces his 
account by words indicative of some- 
thing more than a mere historic narra- 
tive of events. He says, " I will open 
my mouth in a parable. I will utter 
dark sayings of old." The relation 
of this episode in the history of the 
Jewish people is encumbered with so 
many miraculous circumstances that it 
is not to be wondered it should have 
been so often questioned as matter of 
fact : as of the river which accom- 
panied their course, the dark and light 
cloud, the raining of manna, and the 
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rest. Then one naturally asks how the 
enormous number of living creatures 
required for daily sacrifice could 
possibly have been maintained in a 
wilderness. All this and much more 
is inexplicable and inconceivable, except 
by the subversion of the whole order of 
cosmological law. One cannot con- 
ceive this to have been intended as 
a strictly literal narrative of historic 
fact, although it had doubtless an 
historical basis. But regarded as a 
parable, an image or figure of human 
life, it is clearly illustrative. The 
narrative embodies exactly what 
happens to all of us in the great 
educational struggle and battle of life 
during the striving period of every 
earnest soul between the ages of twenty 
and sixty. We are brought from the 
material enslavement of our unthink- 
ing years to the age of reflection, when 
life becomes a severe warfare between 
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the lowest and the highest parts of our 
nature. We are fed by the manna of 
a Divine support, and drink of the 
waters of life in the veritable sense 
of deep spiritual refreshment. We 
worship the golden calf ; we join our- 
selves with people and parties antago- 
nistic to our best welfare. The bite 
of the serpent of sin, by which we are 
so sorely wounded, is cured by its 
effigy in a Divine transfiguration. 
The sin of our souls is changed by 
a subtle moral alchemy into a salutary 
agent of elevation to another and 
higher stage of being, that of evil 
conquered, which afterwards brings 
" the peaceable fruits of righteous- 
ness." We thus see the flaming sword 
which forfended the first Paradise be- 
come a torch to light us to the second. 
The path of life is strewed with, and 
indeed formed of, the rudiments of 
death and our subdued and conquered 
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evils, the decadent fragments of effete 
states, the exhausted instruments of 
overpassed stages, just as the earth 
' upon which we walk is made up of 
the forerunners of ourselves in cosmo- 
logical order, the rejected forms upon 
which our frame is constructed. We 
stumble, we fall, we complain, we mourn, 
we rejoice, as that typical people did, 
and, after a long journey and a weary 
pilgrimage, we pass the Jordan of 
a dividing death, and finally reach 
the Promised Land of a new joy and 
a holier security in that spirit-world, 
the nature and constitution of which 
are indeed hidden from us, but in which 
the untrammelled and indestructible 
soul must be freed from the en- 
cumbering body of perishable material 
and admitted into the ethereal realm 
of unrestrained liberty and freedom 
from the obstructive and oppressive 
burden of corporeal existence. 





X 

Is Prayer answered? 

has been questioned if it be 
known that Prayer neces- 
sarily receives an answer. 
Perhaps with a clear under- 
standing of the full significance of the 
term in its highest meaning the question 
had hardly been asked. The prayer 
for a definite boon which may not be in 
the order of a lawfiil administration, is 
not necessarily granted. But prayer 
as an expression of spiritual aspiration, 
as the outbreathing of the soul's loftiest 
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desire, is undoubtedly granted at the 
ripe moment, in all fulness. Such 
aspiration God-ward even receives its 
answer in the utterance ; for it em- 
bodies a divinely-inspired emotion 
(Rom. viii. 26). Jalalu-'d-Din, the 
Persian Sufi, tells a beautiful story of 
one who prayed continually with set 
purpose, to whom Satan came one 
night and asked why he kept on 
babbling when no answer came to his 
calling upon God, upon which the man 
became silent, hanging his head in 
shame and disappointment. Then 
there came an angel to him in a 
vision, asking him why he had ceased 
to call upon God. He replied, it was 
because no answer came to his cry, 
and that he feared he was repulsed 
from the Divine presence. " God 
has charged me with this message to 
you," said the angelic one : " * Go to 
that prayer-maker and say to him, O 
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much-tried one, did I not engage thee 
to do my service ? Did I not engage 
thee to call upon me ? That calling 
Allah of thine was my * Here am 1/ 
and that pain and ardour of thine my 
messenger ; thy struggles and strivings 
for assistance were my attraction, and 
originated thy prayer. Thy fear and 
thy love are the covert of my mercy ; 
each * O Lord ! ' of thine contains 
many Here am I's.' " ^ 

Prayers are often more faithfully 
granted in the denial of their requests 
than in the bestowal of them. Prayer 
has sometimes a higher function in 
nourishing a spiritual want than in 
procuring its satisfaction. It is not 
well to fix the mind on obtaining this 
or that special gift. It is better to 
accept the Divine dealing and gifts as 
they are apportioned to us, without 
expecting our own wishes and desires, 

^ Mawavi I Ma*iunfif translated by E. H. Whinfield. 
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even in good things, to be absolutely 
fulfilled. Often it happens that 
prayers are granted in a manner op- 
posed to that of our anticipations, and 
yet are conceded in a wider sense than 
we are aware of One whose eyes are 
fixed on the highest goal, who may be 
trusted, so to speak, with the Divine 
intention, will not look for an easy 
answer to his petitions in any self- 
gratifying manner, but will be content 
to accept the answer in whatever form 
it may come. He may pray for rest 
and peace, and a veritable response 
may come to him in the shape of a 
darkness more obscure, of a deeper 
sorrow, and a heavier affliction. " How 
God must love you," said Fenelon to 
a suflFering friend, "to afflict you so 
severely." This may well be the sign 
of a more speedy advancement on the 
evolutionary road. We must experi- 
ence the tempest, the earthquake, and 
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the fire, as did the prophet of old, 
before we are able to hear the still 
small voice which shall stay our suffer- 
ing and soothe us with the message of 
an imperturbable repose. If you cast 
from you the garment of selfishness, 
you will be able to see your welfare 
through the roughest dealing, and 
thank God most of all for the severest 
passages of your course through this 
life ; for it is mainly, if not entirely, 
by these that you reach the place of 
peace, where the burden is lifted and 
the clouds are rolled away to the sun- 
shine of a more perfect happiness than 
the soul can know whilst it is bound 
to the conditions of the mortal plane. 
You must look thus broadly on the 
method of Divine dealing if you wish 
really to see and follow your ulterior 
interest ; you must fix yourself stead- 
fastly in the Law of Divine growth if 
you wish to know if your desires are 
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in the order of being gratified in the 
highest form. So true is the saying 
of Goethe, " We are denied what we 
want in order that we may receive 
something better than we want.'* 

We should not grudge the deep 
sense of spiritual weakness, poverty, 
and vacuity. Our inward wants and 
dissatisfactions are our best prayers, 
for they formulate our requirements 
without our own help or utterance. 
The sensation of hunger indicates a 
want of food, is a sign of physical 
health ; so too our spiritual desires 
imply a competency for the larger life, 
and ask its bestowal more ardently than 
any uttered words have the power to 
express. Do not, therefore, allow 
yourself to think the yearnings of 
unfulfilled spiritual desires in anywise 
wasted. They are only opening your 
nature to a wider inner life, and ex- 
tending the soul's capacity for the 
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reception of it. When the Master 
said, "Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness ; 
for they shall be filled," He did not 
give utterance to a dogma so much as 
to a moral law which underlies the 
psychical economy of the universe, that 
the best and the worst wishes find their 
fulfilment. Heaven and hell are but 
character fully developed and displayed, 
or, in one word, the result of wishes, 
good and bad. 

Do not seek to realise your own 
imperfect idea of happiness in your 
own way by praying for it, or to have 
a special line of circumstances arranged 
for your own benefit out of the already 
established law of educational growth, 
irrespective of the happiness and well- 
being of others. We can only pray 
rightly by subordinating all the lesser 
forms of self-gratification, and taking 
the wider outlook. We should expect 
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no prayer to be answered which would 
prefer ourselves to others, or give us 
any advantage over the general welfare. 
If your prayer be based on a selfish 
requirement, beware of its being 
granted. It may bear a perilous fiil- 
filment in its bosom, bringing a bitter 
lesson which you ought to have been 
able to have learned without the 
necessity of a sorrowful experience. 
Be grateful to have escaped the 
fruition of some of your most earnest 
wishes. True prayer is a climbing into 
the higher will of God, not the expres- 
sion of a desire for a selfish object. 

Interpreted thus wisely and rightly, 
prayer is undoubtedly and distinctly 
answered, for it expresses the highest 
instincts, the loftiest aims of the soul, 
which grow to their realisation as 
certainly as sunrise brings the day. 

There is a still higher form of prayer 
than that of asking ; or, if it consists 
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of asking at all, it is comprised within 
four words : " Thy will be done." 
Words can go no farther ; this said, 
all is said. It is the crowning avowal, 
the sacred intromission, the inclusive 
desire of the emancipated spirit. 

But perhaps the highest form of 
prayer is that which finds no expression 
in words, being fixed in all noble desire, 
waiting patiently on the will of God. 
This state of prayer is much dwelt 
upon by Madame de la Mothe Guyon 
and the school of the Quietists, and 
Clement of Alexandria tells us, "Prayer 
may be uttered without the voice, by 
concentr^ingthe whole spiritual nature 
within on expression by the mind in 
undisturbed turning towards God. For 
assuredly," he adds, " soul hears soul, 
and mind, mind." To gain such a 
state is the end of praying : that is, to 
find the soul in so exact a harmony 
with the will of God as to wish to ask 
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for nothing out of it or beyond it. 
And though this condition is perhaps 
never perfectly attained in this world, 
it has to be aimed at and sought for. 
The perfection of religion is not to 
attain this or that state of our desires, 
however good it may appear to us 
to be ; but to be in the will of God. 
True prayer is that which aids us to 
reach that state or condition which 
does not look that its own petition 
should be granted, but that the Divine 
will may be accepted as the highest 
law and the fullest answer to every 
prayer. 

When a soul is reformed for another 
stage of existence a new experience is 
manifested which does not appear to 
be conformable with approved rules 
and experiences, and until we become 
accustomed to the high law of its 
operation and unfamiliar economy we 
are confused and perplexed by it. But 
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once the heavenly vision acquired, the 
proper elevation reached, we then see 
that all is arranged in an orderly and 
beautiful manner, to a beneficent pur- 
pose, revealed under the illumination of 
a wider knowledge, a clearer intuitional 
perception. To place himself under 
the influence of this light and power 
should be the great aim and object 
of him who prizes his own spiritual 
growth and advancement beyond every 
other earthly object. 

To such a one the earthly life and 
the world will appear in their true 
aspect. He will ask no other boon 
but this : to grow into the Divine life 
and enter upon the Eternal Way. In 
him the end of all prayer is accom- 
plished. He asks nothing but as God 
wills, and the fulfilment of that will, as 
expressed in the manifestation of the 
higher law of spiritual growth, is the 
ultimate object of his soul's desire. 
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*' What tongue is able to tell the peace 
of the faithful soul ? " asks St. Catherine 
of Siena, and adds, " I do not say it 
remains in peace, that it is freed from 
the waves and tempests of the sea, but 
its will stands in peace because it is 
made one with the sweet will of God ; 
whence the tempest is calmed to him, 
since his care is not for himself. He 
serves his Creator if it be in peace or 
in war ; and to him war is as dear as 
peace, and peace as war ; for by the 
light of faith and by sight he knows 
that both one and the other proceed 
from the same Love." 

Let us have faith (which St. Catherine 
happily designates "the pupil which 
stands in the eye of the intellect") in the 
unerring wisdom of the Unsearchable 
Spirit which first breathed into the 
nostrils of the clay -formed creature 
" the breath of life, and man became a 
living soul." 
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The Last Enemy 

j|HE last enemy that shall 
be destroyed," says the 
Apostle, "is Death." That 
is, it shall be destroyed by 
becoming a friend. For what is this 
bugbear Death but the " Shadow with 
the keys " which waits to reveal to us 
the grand secret? Is it so hard to 
be laid with the myrtles and the roses, 
to lose the instrument of so many 
pains and sorrows, to relinquish the 
vehicle of endless cares and troubles ? 
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Surely we can afford to dispense with 
the weight that keeps us down, with 
the shell of the chrysalis for the butter- 
fly's wings, with the fetters of a material 
limitation for the eagle's plumes and 
pinions. We all remember Rethel's 
famous picture, " Death the Friend " ; 
of the aged sexton in the belfry who, 
having finished his life's labour, has sat 
down in a chair and so passed to his 
rest, as the skeleton form of Death, 
clad in a long robe, tolls his funeral 
knell. Out of the open window is 
seen a spreading plain coursed by a 
winding river — types of an orderly 
and well-regulated earthly life-course 
— a little bird on the window-sill 
greeting the rising sun with a song 
of welcome — as it might be the paean 
of the liberated soul rejoicing in the 
new Day. In such a manner Death 
presents himself to the good — a step 
from a life to a life, a passage from 
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a narrow and burdensome state of 
existence to a freer and more expansive 
one. So he is looked upon by those 
who have received the highest educa- 
tion of the soul, to whom life has been 
a field for sowing and culture, a stage 
for the inauguration of a loftier spiritual 
evolution. To such Death is no enemy, 
but a friend indeed ; for he comes with 
a benevolent smile and receives from 
them a warm welcome and a pleasant 
greeting. No longer a deformity, a 
wandering spectre, he shows them hi^ 
warrant, and they are content with the 
summons. To none is he an enemy 
if regarded in his true aspect. He is 
but the nurse who lulls the fi-etful babe 
to sleep, and leaves it smiling in a 
tranquil dream. He approaches the 
grief-laden heart and touches it into 
rest. He comes to the prisoner of a 
long sorrow and a sore affliction, and 
opens the door of escape to joy and an 
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easeful liberty. He lays his hand on 
the brow of the groaning invalid and 
soothes his anguish with a desired 
relief. To the distracted and broken- 
hearted he brings the kind nepenthe 
which hushes their trouble and bids 
them lie down in peace. Have you 
been long tossed in the bark of a 
troubled life ? Have the tempests of 
affliction broken over your head, till, 
tired with the prolonged struggle, you 
have abandoned oar and sail and re- 
signed yourself to the chances of the 
weltering billow? It is then this 
liberator walks upon the wave and in 
mitigating accents speaks with a voice 
heard above the tempest and the storm. 
Peace, be still ! and the storm dies and 
the tempest subsides as you sink' to 
rest undismayed in the sleep that defies 
all rude awakings. 

Beautiful Death ! Brother to Sleep, 
how calm he lies wrapped in the folds 
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of perfect repose ! It is as if an angel 
were sitting by the couch upon which 
the much-tried sufFerer is laid. There 
is a consolation in his presence, and 
who can say that his message is hard or 
unkind? For though the contact of his 
cold hand may sometimes be felt as 
harsh and pitiless, it is assuredly and 
at all times bestowed in mercy and in 
love, the seal and passport of a better 
dispensation. 

Are you a loving parent, and your 
life's treasure has been cruelly, ruth- 
lessly torn from your bosom, whilst your 
heart rises in fierce rebellion against 
the violation of the strongest, the most 
sacred affections of a mother's breast .'* 
You feel as if you had been unjustly 
robbed, and your whole nature appeals 
in indignant protest against the harsh 
dispensation. It would seem as if the 
world must be to you henceforth a 
barren wilderness, its sunshine a curse. 
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its flowers and fair growths dust and 
ashes, all its beautiful things mere 
treacherous snares to enmesh the un- 
wary spirit. It is as if you yourself 
had entered the dark portals, leaving 
every earthly hope and comfort behind 
you. You are indeed forlorn ; all 
that remains to you tears and sighs 
and that persistently-recurring Why ? 
Why are children given to us ? Why 
are we ourselves born to bring forth 
beings into the world who only come 
to mock our awakened love with a 
swift departure, to play upon our 
aflTections and then to leave us dark 
and cold as the later hours of a winter's 
day } The idolised features, every one 
of which is engraven on your innermost 
soul — the heavenly lightning of the 
infant smile, the magic sparkle of the 
laughing eye, the velvet touch of the 
tiny hand, those tender passages of 
babyhood which are made for a 
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mother's heart, so unintelligible to 
all others, subtle and delicate beyond 
the telling, of which the memory 
spares no lacerating detail — all are 
gone, a faded vision, a withered flower, 
a little heap of crumbling dust. Who 
shall say your complainings, your re- 
sentments, are unreasonable? Who 
shall stay the fountain of your bitter 
tears? What comforter shall stifle 
your natural rejoinder to every oflFer 
of consolation, " I am a Mother, and 
know what it is to suflfer a bereaved 
Mother's bitterness " ? 

Sacred name of Mother! What 
worlds of untold emotion are contained 
in that one word! It opens up the 
Divine faculty and reveals the God of 
our hearts. Symbol of a still sublimer 
aflFection, witness of the unexplored 
abyss of eternal Love within us, whose 
formal type and image is so precious 
in its manifestation ! Could we but read 
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the full significance of these finer rela- 
tionships of life, how should we be 
filled with unutterable wonder and 
admiration, and be possessed with the 
satisfaction of an interior joy ! They 
are in order to show us the heavenly 
way, to introduce us to the fraternity of 
the angelic kin. Should they not, 
therefore, be regarded as a sort of 
sacrament — one of the sacraments of 
life, by which we are trained, fitted 
for, and conjoined with, the higher, 
indeed the highest life of the soul ? 
What a sacred thing is the earthly life 
if we could only penetrate its mar- 
vellous potentialities, discern its tran- 
scendental prefigurations ! How does 
the higher view weaken the mechanism 
of philosophies and annihilate the 
ethical dogma ! 

You mourn your outraged love ; 
but it was for the inauguration of this 
very love, to produce, nourish, and 
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sustain it, that your child was born. 
It was for the genesis in your soul of 
something grander and deeper than 
any earthly affection that this child, 
whose angel eternally beholds the face 
of the Divine Father, was sent to you. 
It was to educate you in a higher love, 
and in order that you might discern 
by the means of your child a pro- 
founder affection than ever your mind 
had conceived, or your imagination in 
its warmest flight had ever presented to 
you. It was to reveal to you the 
sacredness of the parental function and 
its purpose as an element in the soul's 
evolution. It was to confer upon you 
the benison of Motherhood as an 
eternal dower ; for, as the poet has 
said — 

A Mother is a Mother still, 

The holiest thing alive. 

A Mother is a Mother for ever, and 
when the child she has borne is 
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into glory peep." It is but removed 
to be trained and educated on another 
plane, where it awaits your greeting in 
a more advanced condition. I believe 
this will be clearly demonstrable on a 
scientific and experimental basis, vsrhen 
we reach the highest form of scientific 
inquiry and accept the faculties of our 
full being as the instrument of research, 
instead of limiting it to the very inade- 
quate and imperfect one of the sensu- 
ous perceptions alone. 

Axe you a bereaved father, and 
mourn the death of a son of promise 
whose growth and prosperity were the 
delight of your eyes and your heart ^ 
Did you see in his frank and manly 
nature a prophecy of fiiture distinction 
whereby he should become a credit to 
the race and gladden your advancing 
years with the fruit of your generous 
care and parental aflFection ? Do not 
think your care, or his apparently in- 
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complete life, wasted. Be assured no 
efFort on your part or struggle on his 
has been lost. Everything has been 
registered on his nature and your own. 
You have no loss to mourn but pre- 
sent companionship, and that only in 
its material aspect. The good seed 
has been sown. Through time it will 
grow and develop, and when the 
tongue of time is silent, and the tale 
of sorrow has been told, and the battle 
is over, and the harvest of the mortal 
and material has been reaped and gar- 
nered, it ^11 grow and enlarge in a 
Divine perpetuity. Be consoled. You 
have cause for rejoicing. A shorter 
way is opened for furthering the soul's 
mission. The higher education is 
inaugurated in which you too are a 
partaker, and you too will share the 
joy and the victory. 

No, the dead do not leave us. There 
comes a time when the very memory 
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of our loss becomes a blessing to us, 
crowned as it were with blissful gar- 
lands, and bearing with it a holy con- 
secration. We would not recall the 
departed, because we feel their state is 
a better one, and we are aware of a 
benediction in their hovering presence. 
There is no one of us, however well 
schooled he may be in the dialectics of 
a rigorous and uncompromising logic, 
however securely built up in the stony 
fortress of a secure " positivism " (alas 
for the term as applied to any con- 
dition of us poor, blundering mortals !), 
but knows and feels in his innermost 
being, if it be only in some nameless 
and shapeless way, that his life is but 
a link in the chain of existence ; that 
as it had no beginning it can have no 
ending, but must go on from aeon to 
aeon, when measurements of time fail, 
and every material mark and record is 
silent — must go on to that goal which 
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all precedents of experience fail to 
indicate ; before which imagination, 
effete and moribund, collapses in silent 
awe and wonder. 





XII 




The Sours Destiny 

IWAKE, O Soul, and raise 
thyself to the glorious pos- 
sibilities within thee, stretch- 
ing thyself to those Divine 
magnitudes thou wert born to fulfil ! 
Compendium of humanity, integrant 
of all revealed qualities, every mighty 
line of Shakespeare, every majestic 
strain of Handel, every spirit-moving 
phrase of Mozart or Beethoven, every 
giant pencil-sweep of Michael Angelo, 
every gracious touch of Raphael or 
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Bellini, is included in your own being, 
patiently abiding the discovery, as a 
lute the finger which shall touch it 
into life. Like only appeals to like ; 
if it were not so, how could we appre- 
ciate the revelations of those great 
teachers who call forth an answering 
response from the silent and unsounded 
deeps within us ? For these spiritual 
magicians only discovered and did not 
make or invent the images and sounds 
which permeate us with so thrilling 
a ravishment. All these and many 
more such potencies lie concealed in 
embryo in every one of us, only 
awaiting the favouring circumstances 
and fostering conditions in order to 
manifest themselves, and thus to intro- 
duce us upon a new plane of being. 
It is only the larger gift of faith and 
power of appliance that makes the 
hero, the saint, the artist. If you 
never seek you will never find. Every 
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faculty that has contributed to extend 
the spiritual horizon of the race exists 
potentially and is to be found within 
you. Present manifestation may fail, 
the ability of expression may be lack- 
ing here and now; but the Divine 
light is there, the all-illuminating, the 
all-embracing ; just as an unpostulated 
world may be contdned in a tract of 
heaven -stretching vapour. Why do 
we journey hither and thither, leaving 
the vast interior microcosm unexplored 
and unthought of? Every acorn con- 
tains an oak and a series of oaks, and 
every human bosom enfolds the nucleus 
and seminary principle of an order of 
being immeasurably more expansive 
and pregnant than that which is realised 
by the greatest and best of us ; in fact, 
all the future of the race is held within 
each of us, to the ineffable heights of 
an infinite perfection. 

Arise, therefore, to a sense of your 
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dignity and importance ! Denizen of 
the universe, your territory is large in 
the identity of that which is within 
you and without. There is no point 
of the universe more central than the 
one of your indwelling, no part of 
creation more important than your 
own being. Offspring of the Creative 
Energy and a component part of it, 
no sun or planet of the myriads that 
flame in the abysses of space has any 
claim to prominent consideration be- 
yond your own. Atom of atoms, you 
are still a portion of the Divine fabric, 
a grain of the sand that makes the 
mountain, a spark of that vitality which 
pervades and animates the visible uni- 
verse. You are a part of that energy 
which supports this world and every 
other. Born of the Divine Power, you 
cannot be other than composed of the 
all-sustaining force that controls and 
directs the terrestrial and celestial 
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systems by which we are surrounded. 
With reverence let us recognise and 
accept our wondrous genesis and 
destination. Who shall not be aware 
that the soul is the treasure-house of 
God, a kingdom of which He is the 
sole ruler and possessor, the existence 
of all existences, the crown of being ? 
Dwell in your own right as the off- 
spring and plenipotentiary of the Most 
High, and let no man wrest from you 
the privilege of that noble birthright 
which is yours beyond all human pre- 
scription. Rise to a consciousness of 
the puissant supremacy that belongs to 
you. Find a new sense which shall 
show you in greater clearness the 
measure of that sublime standard 
which is the illuminator of your most 
enlightened moments, when the earth's 
glitter sobered into retiring shadow, 
the canopy of heaven, filled with the 
solemn racfiance of a softened splendour 
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subdued to the standard of your unde- 
veloped powers, smiles in peace above 
you. Rise up and greet this wondrous 
Sun which irradiates your spiritual 
circle of vision. By its all-penetrative 
light see written on the scroll of the 
innermost soul your lofty destination 
and the distinct, the unmistakable title 
to it, the genealogy of your Divine 
origin, the end and scope of your 
being, the earnest of your proper 
home and rest, the kingdom of heaven 
which is within you. Flee, shades of 
night ! Flee, darkness of men ! Let 
the Divine Fire reveal and assert itself. 
With mighty pulsation it throbs and 
vibrates through the trembling ether- 
waves. It floods and overwhelms 
darkness and doubt in the vivid 
realities of a penetrative, a limitless 
vision — the vision of eyes baptized 
and washed in the dews of a celestial 
clarity, awakened to a new perception 
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by the same voice which cried in the 
banning, ** Let there be light," and 
there was light. 

Salutations to you, noble soul ! 
Salutations to the Infinite Being with- 
in you! Salutations to you in the 
highest, you who press onwards from 
system to system in the universal way ; 
you who, impelled by the undying 
spirit of a progressive evolution with- 
in you, pass from one stage of being to 
another ; who by the path of a divinely 
driven energy rush onwards, outspeed- 
ing the flashing meteor in your flight. 
What wondrous epiphanies are yours, 
what supernal gleams of inconceivable 
splendour ! I greet you, O soul, in 
your unpausing course, but ere my 
greeting reaches you you are gone, 
and I can but see your track of fire as 
you fly. Ever on the threshold of a 
newer revelation, ever bursting into 
fresh fields of more glorious light. 
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ever filled and enlarged with greater 
accessions of surpassing effulgence, you 
have found your home in the whirling 
universe, still at peace, unresting, but 
with no false haste, unconscious of the 
velocity which speeds you forwards, 
the mighty force which possesses you. 
Hail to you! Hail and farewell! 
For earthly eye shall never follow 
you ; earthly ear shall never hear the 
wondrous harmony which inaugurates 
your opening reign ; earthly imagina- 
tion shall never realise your glorious 
destiny, your endless course in the out- 
blooming perfections of a perpetually 
renewed existence as you fly from star 
to star. Eternal Pilgrim of the Infinite. 

THE END 



Prinud lyK.ScK. Clare, Edinburgh, 



'.<tia^ 



r 



